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Applicability of the TBT Agreement

Technical Regulation

Mandatory 
Measures
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Voluntary 
Measures
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Technical Regulation
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Technical Regulation

TBT Annex 1.1

It lays down product 
characteristics

Compliance is 
mandatory



TBT Annex 1.1
Terminology, 

symbols, packaging, 
marking, labelling...

Includes...

Technical Regulation



TBT Art.2.8

Wherever  
appropriate, TRs 
shall be based on 

product requirements 
in terms of 

performance rather 
than design or 

descriptive 
characteristics

Technical Regulation



TBT Annex 1.2

Approved by a “Recognized 
Body”

Provides, for common and 
repeated use, rules, guidelines 
or characteristics for products 

or related processes and 
production methods

Compliance is voluntary

Standard



Terminology

Standard

Voluntary

Technical Regulation

Mandatory

≠



Terminology ‐ Standards

• Article 4 of the Agreement establishes the 
“Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, 
Adoption and Application of Standards”.  

• The text of the Code is in Annex 3 of the 
Agreement.
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