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The shaded areas of the map indicate ESCAP members and associate members.*

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) serves as the United
Nations regional hub promoting cooperation among countries to achieve inclusive and sustainable
development. The largest regional intergovernmental platform with 53 member States and 9
associate members, ESCAP has emerged as a strong regional think-tank offering countries sound
analytical products that shed insight into the evolving economic, social and environmental dynamics
of the region. The Commission’s strategic focus is to deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, which it does by reinforcing and deepening regional cooperation and integration to
advance connectivity, financial cooperation and market integration. ESCAP's research and analysis
coupled with its policy advisory services, capacity building and technical assistance to governments
aims to support countries’ sustainable and inclusive development ambitions.

*The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on
the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOREWORD V

FOREWORD

The world has grappled with the impact of COVID-19 on people’s health and
the strain on our economies and societies. In less than a year, the pandemic
has threatened to reverse decades of hard-won progress towards achieving
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The effective integration of geospatial data, with existing statistics and
ground-based information, will be key to delivering the timely data needed
for governments, businesses, communities and citizens to make evidenced-
based decisions. Spurred by the accelerated adoption of digital innovations,
many countriesinthe Asia-Pacific region are leveraging geospatial information
to provide timely evidence and insights for their responses to COVID-19.
From basic topographic features on maps, to complex 3D models, geospatial
information and remotely sensed data provide far-reaching solutions to the
pressing issues facing humanity.

In 2018, ESCAP member States endorsed the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on
Space Applications for Sustainable Development (2018-2030), an inclusive
and country-needs driven blueprint to harness space and geospatial
applications and support countries to achieve the 2030 Agenda. Geospatial
Practices for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 2020: A
Compendium, provides an overview of the regional status and progress in
all six thematic areas of the Plan of Action, based on the contribution of over
100 examples from countries and partners in the region.

| commend these countries for leveraging space applications for sustainable
development. In particular, those countries that have been able to move
faster than others and continue to generously share their expertise through
regional cooperation opportunities.

This compendium demonstrates the diverse use for geospatial information

and applications and the vital role they will continue to play in the future.

It also highlights the importance of making geospatial data, tools and

innovations accessible, available and affordable to maximize benefits for

all. Two of the seven key success factors particularly worth highlighting Q
are investing in cultivating national experts and incorporating geospatial - K

information into a range of national institutions and platforms.

| hope that this cross-cutting analysis of country-based examples will promote Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana
peer learning and innovative thinking. As underlined in the Data Strategy of Under-Secretary-General of
the UN Secretary-General, data has become a strategic asset. ESCAP is fully the United Nations and
committed working closely with member States and all stakeholders, to Executive Secretary of ESCAP

implement the Plan of Action, and COVID-19 data-driven responses to build
back better and to accelerate implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals in Asia and the Pacific.
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Partnering Institutions Contributors listed in alphabetical order:

Asia-Oceania GEO (AOGEO)
-Group on Earth Observations
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Earth Observations
for Asia-Oceania

Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)

Asian Institute of Technology

United Nations Committee of Experts on Global
Geospatial Information Management
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United Nations Office for
Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
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https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 697

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)

Centre for Space Science and Technology
Education in Asia and the Pacific (CSSTEAP)
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United Nations Institute for Training and
Research’s Operations Satellite Application
Programme (UNITAR-UNOSAT)

e, UNOSAT
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