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What is Trade Facilitation (TF)? - Definition

• “the simplification and harmonization of international 
trade procedures”

• “measures that aims to increase the cost effectiveness 
of international trade transactions”



What is Trade Facilitation? – Overview of TF

• Significant progress made in reducing time of import/export 
since 2005, but developed economies also improved during 
that period

• On average, it still takes 30 days to move goods from factory 
to deck-of-ship at the nearest seaport

South Asia: 30 days
South-East Asia: 20 days 
Developed economies: 10 days

• Improvements in TF could bring $250 billion in additional 
trade for Asia and the Pacific
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Potential variables for TF? – Doing Business

8

• Doing Business ranks the business regulation and 
environment in 185 economies around the world

• Ranking is based on 10 topics: starting a business, 
dealing with construction permits, getting electricity, 
registering properties, getting credit, protecting 
investors paying taxes, trading across borders, 
enforcing contract, resolving insolvency

• Distance to frontier provides the score for comparison 
across years

• source: http://www.doingbusiness.org
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