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ban ki-moon 
secretary-general 
united nations

“ As we embark on shaping the post-2015 United Nations development 

agenda, we must envision a new paradigm that aligns demographic 

ageing with economic and social growth and protects the human rights 

of older persons. We are all — individually and collectively — responsible 

for the inclusion of older persons in society, whether through developing 

accessible transportation and communities, ensuring the availability of 

age-appropriate health care and social services, or providing an adequate 

social protection floor.”

“ With foresight and adoption of the right economic and social policies, 

the Asia-Pacific region can successfully prepare for the ageing of societies. 

National development agendas can be redefined in new and creative ways 

by encouraging active and productive ageing as set out in the Madrid 

International Plan of Action on Ageing.”

noeleen heyzer 
under-secretary-general of the united nations 
and executive secretary of escap
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AsiA And the PAcific is exPeriencing 
unPrecedented PoPulAtion Ageing 

older women outnumber older men

by 2050

• The number of older persons in Asia and 
the Pacific will almost triple

• One in four persons in Asia and the Pacific 
will be 60 or older

• Women comprise 60 per cent of the population 
aged 60 or older

• Gender discrimination against women is carried 
into old age
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Ageing will hAve Profound 
socioeconomic imPActs

ensuring heAlthy Ageing 
must be A Priority

• Shrinking traditional workforce will affect future 
economic growth

• Older persons are at greater risk of poverty and 
marginalization

• Family size and structure are changing and result  
in less support

• Care services are inadequate to even today’s needs

• Social security systems and infrastructure need to adapt
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AsiA And the PAcific cAn effectively 
PrePAre for Ageing societies

older Persons hAve the right 
to live in dignity

• The challenge of ageing in Asia and the Pacific 
can be met with the adoption of the right mix of 
socioeconomic policies

• Social protection must take a life course approach

• Older persons have the right to participate fully 
in all aspects of society

• Creating enabling environments is essential to 
promote active and positive ageing



x xi
Report of the Asia-Pacific Intergovernmental Meeting 
on the Second Review and Appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing

members

Armenia

Australia

Azerbaijan

Bangladesh

Brunei Darussalam

Cambodia

China

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Fiji

Georgia

India

Indonesia

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Japan

Kazakhstan

Maldives

Mongolia

Myanmar

Nepal

Pakistan

Philippines

Republic of Korea

Russian Federation

Samoa

Thailand

Turkey

Tuvalu 

Uzbekistan

Viet Nam

Associate member

Macao, China

Members and associate member of the Commission that attended the 
Asia-Pacific Intergovernmental Meeting on the Second Review and 
Appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing,  
10–12 September 2012, BangkokExplanatory note on ESCAP

ESCAP is the regional development arm of the United Nations and serves as the 
main economic and social development centre for the United Nations in Asia 
and the Pacific. Its mandate is to foster cooperation among its 53 members and 
9 associate members. ESCAP provides the strategic regional link between global 
and country-level programmes and issues. It supports Governments of the ESCAP 
region in consolidating regional positions and advocates regional approaches 
to meeting unique Asian and Pacific socioeconomic challenges in a globalizing 
world. The ESCAP secretariat is located in Bangkok. For more information, please 
visit our website at <www.unescap.org>.
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