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ESCAP is the regional development arm of the United Nations and serves as the main 
economic and social development centre for the United Nations in Asia and the Pacific. 
Its mandate is to foster cooperation between its 53 members and 9 associate members. 
ESCAP provides the strategic link between global and country-level programmes and 
issues. It supports Governments of the region in consolidating regional positions and 
advocates regional approaches to meeting the region’s unique socio-economic 
challenges in a globalizing world. The ESCAP office is located in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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BIT   bilateral investment treaty 
CBD   Convention on Biodiversity 
CEV   Corporate Ecosystem Valuation 
CIT   corporate income tax 
CSO  civil society organization 
CSR  corporate social responsibility 
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EITI  Extractives Industry Transparency Initiative 
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ESIA  environmental and social impact assessment 
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ILO  International Labour Organization 
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REDD  reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation 
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