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Sustainable Development: “First, that human beings
should be able to enjoy a decent quality of life; second,
that humanity should become capable of respecting the
finiteness of the biosphere; and third, that neither the
aspiration for the good life, nor the recognition of
biophysical limits should preclude the search for greater
justice in the world”.

National Environment Policy, India, 2006
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Figure 1. ExTent oF CurLtivaTED SYSTEMS, 2000. Cultivated systems cover 24% of the terrestrial surface.
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Figure 2. Locations ReporTED BY VARIOUS STUDIES AS UNDERGOING HicH RaTEs or Lanp Cover

CHANGE IN THE Past FEw DEcabpEs (C.SDM)

In the case of forest cover change, the studies refer to the period 1980-2000 and are based on national stabistics, remote sensing, and to a limited
degree expert opinion. In the case of land cover change resulting from degradation in drylands (desertification), the period is unspecified but inferred to
be within the last half-century, and the major study was entirely based on expert opinion, with associated low certainty. Change in cultivated area is not
shown. Note that areas showing little current change are often locations that have already undergone major historical change (see Figure 1).
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EstimaTep TorarL REacTive NimTroGEN DEPOSITION FROM THE
ArMmosPHERE (WET AND Dry) 1§ 1860, EARLY 19905, AND PrROJECTED

FOR 2050 (milligrams of nitrogen per square meter per year) (R9 Fig 9.2)
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