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The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) serves as the United Nations’ 
regional hub promoting cooperation among countries to achieve inclusive and sustainable development. 
The largest regional intergovernmental platform with 53 Member States and 9 associate members, ESCAP 
has emerged as a strong regional think-tank offering countries sound analytical products that shed insight 
into the evolving economic, social and environmental dynamics of the region. The Commission’s strategic 
focus is to deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which is reinforced and deepened by 
promoting regional cooperation and integration to advance responses to shared vulnerabilities, 
connectivity, financial cooperation and market integration. ESCAP’s research and analysis coupled with its 
policy advisory services, capacity building and technical assistance to governments aims to support 
countries’ sustainable and inclusive development ambitions. 
 
The Grassroots Innovation Augmentation Network (GIAN) is a non-governmental organization that 
mobilises resources from public and private sources to support grassroots innovators and links innovation, 
investment and enterprises. GIAN is India's first technology business incubator focused on incubating and 
commercialising grassroots innovations and it is supported by the Government of Gujarat.  
 
The Honey Bee Network is an informal association of volunteer farmers, mechanics, pastoralists, scientists, 
students, innovators, mentors, business people, entrepreneurs and policymakers around the world to 
scout, share and celebrate the inclusive, frugal grassroots innovations and senses the unmet social needs. 
The network has given voice, visibility and velocity to the ideas of creative communities and individuals for 
the last thirty years. It links grassroots with a global platform of policy, institutions and technologies. 
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries. 
 
Where the designation “country” or “area” appears, it covers countries, territories, cities or areas. 
 
Bibliographical and other references have, wherever possible, been verified. The United Nations bears no 
responsibility for the availability or functioning of URLs. 
 
The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors or case study contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations. 
 
The opinions, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of the authors and 
contributors and should not necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or carrying the endorsement 
of the United Nations. Any errors are the responsibility of the authors. 
 
Mention of firm names and commercial products does not imply the endorsement of the United Nations. 
 
Opinions or estimates included herein do not necessarily reflect the opinions or views of Members and 
Associate Members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 
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