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Preface

The Asia-Pacific region has witnessed the successful conclusion of the Asian and
Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012. With the proclamation of the new
Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022, ESCAP members
and associate members and key stakeholders now have a unique opportunity to
renew their commitment towards realizing the vision of a disability-inclusive society
that protects, empowers and ensures equality for the estimated 650 million persons
with disabilities in the region.

The challenge is now greater than ever. Widening inequalities accompany rapid
economic growth in many parts of the region. Amidst recent volatile global economic
conditions, there is the risk that social objectives could be side-lined further.
Sustainability of economic and social development depends on building inclusive
societies that address the needs of all groups, including persons with diverse
disabilities, who are currently marginalized from the region’s development process.

Exclusion carries high economic and social costs. Disability is part of the human
condition, a state which does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, age,
socioeconomic and cultural status. Excluding ‘disability’ from the economic and
social agenda is tantamount to ignoring a reality of human living. Conversely, the
level of inclusion of persons with disabilities becomes a good indicator for measuring
economic and social progress.

For the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities, reliable and comparable
disability data are an essential component of a rigorous evidence base to inform the
design, implementation and evaluation of effective policy and programme responses.



The Disability at a Glance series, which started in 2006, serves as a companion for
policymakers, statisticians and representatives of organizations of, and for, persons
with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific. These publications aim to provide a regional
overview of disability policies and practices, as well as relevant country data and
information.

The fourth edition, Disability at a Glance 2012: Strengthening the Evidence Base in Asia
and the Pacific continues this tradition. It highlights the complexity of interpreting
disability data and stresses the urgent need to work towards a greater common
understanding of disability, related data and data collection practices.

This edition consists of an introduction, two analytical chapters and subregional and
country snapshots. The introduction provides an overview of disability prevalence
in the region and raises questions about interpreting this data. Chapter 1 analyzes
some possible sources of variance in disability prevalence and implications for data
interpretation. Chapter 2 examines selected key factors that affect people’s health and
may have a bearing on disability prevalence in the long-term.

Chapter 3, covering subregional and country snapshots, is a central part of the
publication. The significant progress in data collection efforts is reflected in the
large number of country snapshots included in the current edition (52 countries and
areas). The data are drawn from national Government sources, based on bilateral
communication between national disability focal points and ESCAP, as well as the
2011 ESCAP Disability Survey.

Moving forward, ESCAP will continue to support data collection efforts, as the
region makes accelerated strides towards the ratification and implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the promotion of a
disability-inclusive post-2015 development agenda.
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BMF Biwako Millennium Framework for Action towards an Inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based
Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

ESCAP Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

HDI Human Development Index

GNI Gross national income

ICF International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health

N.A. Not applicable
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NATIONAL CURRENCY ABBREVIATIONS

AUD Australia Dollar NZD New Zealand Dollar
BDT Bangladesh Taka PGK Papua New Guinea Kina
EUR Euro Member Countries PHP Philippines Peso
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HKD Hong Kong Dollar SBD Solomon Islands Dollar
INR India Rupee SGD Singapore Dollar

JPY JapanYen THB Thailand Baht

KHR Cambodia Riel TRY Turkish Lira

LKR Sri Lanka Rupee UsD United States Dollar
MOP Macau Pataca VND Viet Nam Dong

MYR Malaysia Ringgit



vi

Acknowledgements

This publication was prepared by the ESCAP Social Development Division, under the
overall direction of Nanda Krairiksh.

The report drafting team was led by Patrik Andersson and comprised of the
following members: Aiko Akiyama, Chol O Han, Mook Shian Kwong, Andres Montes,
Marco Roncarati and Ermina Sokou. Administrative assistance was provided by
Orani Potchapornkul and Ployparn Khunmuang.

The team is grateful to San Yuenwah and Joseph Kwok for their inputs and comments
provided during the preparation of the report.

This publication would not have been possible without the contribution of data
from disability focal points of ESCAP members and associate members. The
following countries and areas in the ESCAP region responded to the 2011 ESCAP
Disability Survey and/or participated in the follow-up data collection for Disability
at a Glance during the period of May to September 2012: Afghanistan; Armenia;
Australia; Azerbaijan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China;
Cook Islands; Federated States of Micronesia; Fiji; Georgia; Hong Kong, China;
India; Indonesia; Islamic Republic of Iran; Japan; Kiribati; Kyrgyzstan; Lao People’s
Democratic Republic; Macao, China; Malaysia; Maldives; Marshall Islands; Mongolia;
Myanmar; Nauru; Nepal, New Caledonia; New Zealand; Niue; Pakistan; Palau, Papua
New Guinea; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Russian Federation; Samoa; Singapore;
Solomon Islands; Sri Lanka; Tajikistan; Thailand; Timor-Leste; Tonga; Turkey; Tuvalu;
Uzbekistan; Vanuatu; and Viet Nam.

We acknowledge with appreciation the efforts of national statistical offices, national
disability coordination mechanisms and disability focal points of ESCAP members
and associate members to compile and produce disability statistics for use in
evidence-based policymaking.

We are thankful to the following international agencies that compiled and provided
data used in this publication: United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, United Nations Development Programme, World Bank, and World Health
Organization.

The printing of this publication was made possible through the generous support of
the Government of Japan.

The cover and layout of the publication were designed by Daniel Feary.



Contents

Preface i
Figures & Tables iv
Abbreviations \%
Acknowledgements Vi
Introduction 2
CHAPTER 1: INTERPRETING DISABILITY PREVALENCE DATA 6
Models of disability 7
The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health 8
Rationale for identifying persons with disabilities 10
Data collection methods 11
Interplay of parameters in data collection 14
CHAPTER 2: EMERGING FACTORS AFFECTING DISABILITY PREVALENCE 16
Population ageing 17
Non-communicable diseases 19
Road traffic injuries 21
Natural disasters 22
CHAPTER 3: SUBREGIONAL AND COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS 24
East & North-East Asia 26
North & Central Asia 42
Pacific 62
South-East Asia 100

MRESER, ol SR —_4ERBNT

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 7285




