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Your Excellency, Mr. Kim Hwang-sik, Prime Minister of the Republic of
Korea,

Your Excellency, Mr. Rim Chemin, Minister of Health and Welfare of the
Republic of Korea,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Civil society partners in the disability movement,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our collective journey has now brought us to Incheon.

On behalf of ESCAP, | am pleased to welcome you all to the Ministerial
Segment of this historic Meeting.

ESCAP is deeply grateful to you, Mr. Prime Minister, and to the Government
of the Republic of Korea, for hosting this Meeting.

The high-level of engagement and participation of ESCAP member States in
this Meeting is unprecedented, reflecting your strong commitment to make
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the right real for the 650 million persons with disabilities in Asia and the
Pacific.

All of us gathered here today have a unique opportunity, to chart the course
of the new Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013 to 2022.

There is much excitement and hope that we can, and shall, move towards the
vision of societies that promote, respect and uphold the rights of all persons
with disabilities.

It is a privilege for the ESCAP secretariat to be supporting member States and
facilitating civil society engagement, towards the fulfilment of this vision.

It is now my honour to present the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
His Excellency, Mr. Ban Ki-moon.
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