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Outline of the presentation
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Trends and developments in agriculture trade

 Globally
 Zoom in ‐

 
ESCAP region

 Trade policy and agriculture

 Distortions
 Approaches to liberalization

 Issues and concerns

 Some final thoughts (conclusion)
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Presentation Notes
What are the capacities  required for making evidence-based policies and practices. The core capacities is the ability to conducts solid research and analyse the findings correctly. PLUS researchers must know and understand key stakeholders in the policymaking process. They need to grasp and adapt to the dynamics

of the political debate and bring to the fore relevant evidence at the right time. Another crucial capacity is the ability to communicate in a language that policymakers can understand. 



Trends and 
 Developments In 

 Agriculture Trade
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Source: International Trade 
Statistics, WTO, 2010

Share of agriculture in merchandise export and import is just below 10% for world
and 6.3 and 8.4 % for Asia. Its share in primary commodities is three times as mu
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Presentation Notes
Contribution of agriculture to GDP (2007):

–Less than 10%: Japan (1.5%), Rep. of Korea (3.5%)

–10-20%: Bangladesh, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand

–21-29%: Bhutan, Pakistan, Viet Nam

–30-60%: Afghanistan, Cambodia, Myanmar, Nepal, Lao PDR




 

Agricultural exports 
 of the EU and the US 
 shrank by 3 % and 5 

 % respectively in real  
 terms in 2009.


 

Canada’s exports 

dropped by 7 %.


 

Brazil increased its 

exports to Asia, the 

Middle East and 
 Africa, posting 3 % 

 growth in volume.
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Agricultural trade was the least 
 effected in the latest crisis



Leading traders in 2009
Leading exporters 

 (share 2000 and 2010)

Leading importers 
 (share 2000 and 2010)
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Source: International Trade Statistics, WTO, 2011



Source: International Trade Statistics, WTO, 2011



Export Import

India 12.2 21.3

China 9.4 20.3

Russia 16.4 11.0
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Food   Trade
From 2005 to 2009, annual 
average growth for food:
From 2005 to 2009, annual 
average growth for food:

Note that AoA - Annex 1 defines the 
agricultural products  by reference to the
HS of product classification
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