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The TRIPS agreement does not and should not 
prevent members from taking measures to protect 

public health
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The TRIPS agreement  should be interpreted and 
implemented in a way that supports public health‐
by promoting both access to new medicines and the 

development of new medicines 
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Presentation Outline

3. Country examples

2. Public health sensitivity of patent legislation

1. TRIPS: Public health related provisions

4. Questions to ponder
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TRIPS: Public Health Relevant Provisions
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TRIPS: Public health related provisions

Adopted from: Cahves, G and Oliveria, MA, A proposal for measuring the degree of public 
health legislation in the context of the WTO-TRIPs Agreement Bulleltin of the World Health 

Organization, January 2007, 85 (1)
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TRIPS-plus: Public health related provisions

Adopted from: Cahves, G and Oliveria, MA, A proposal for measuring the degree of public 
health legislation in the context of the WTO-TRIPs Agreement Bulleltin of the World Health 

Organization, January 2007, 85 (1)



World Health Organization

Public health sensitivity of patent legislation

The contents of the slides under this section are derived/adopted from the 
publication: A proposal for measuring the degree of public health legislation in the 
context of the WTO‐TRIPs Agreement by Gabriela Cost Chaves and Maria 
Auxiliadora Oliveira
Published in the Bulleltin of the World Health Organization, January 2007, 85 (1)
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