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UNECE Work Areas
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Objectives



 

Simple, transparent and effective 
processes for global business



 

Efficient and automated exchange of 
information

Means

• Standards developed in an open and 
transparent environment

• Public Private Sector Partnership – 
over 200 international experts

• Specific Customs Domain

• UN/CEFACT Forums – joint meetings 
of experts - 2 per year – September 
2012 Vienna
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International Trade 
Transaction Process

Source: The UN/CEFACT International Supply Chain Reference Model
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Success Stories UN Layout Key



 

Specifically endorsed in the 
WCO Revised Kyoto 
Convention and the draft WTO 
TF Agreement



 

Basis for the EU Single 
Administrative Document (SAD)



 

Endorsed by key international 
organizations 
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Rec. 19
Mode of Transport

Rec.16
UN/LOCODE Rec. 3 

ISO Country Code

Rec. 17
Payment 
Terms

Rec. 9
ISO Currency 

Code

Rec. 20 Units of 
Measurement

Rec. 28
Means of Transport

Commodity 
Code

Rec. 21
Package Codes
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Paper Document
aligned to UN Layout Key

Electronic Document Exchange
XML or UN/EDIFACT

Electronic Edit Form

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<n:Invoice xmlns:n="urn:oasis:names:tc:ubl:Invoice:1.0:0.70" 
xsi:schemaLocation="urn:oasis:names:tc:ubl:Invoice:1.0:0.70
UBL_Library_0p70_Invoice.xsd">

<cat:ID>token</cat:ID>
<cat:IssueDate>2003-02-14</cat:IssueDate>
<n:TaxPointDate>2003-02-14</n:TaxPointDate>
<cat:BuyerParty>

<cat:PartyName>
<cat:Name>Bills 

Microdevices</cat:Name>
</cat:PartyName>

</cat:BuyerParty>
<cat:SellerParty>

<cat:ID/>
<cat:PartyName>

<cat:Name>Joes Office 
Supply</cat:Name>

</cat:SellerParty>
<cat:InvoiceLine>

<cat:ID>1</cat:ID>
<cat:InvoicedQuantity 

unitCode="token">5</cat:InvoicedQuantity>
<cat:Item>

<cat:Description>Pencils, box #2 
red</cat:Description>

</cat:Item>
</cat:InvoiceLine>

</n:Invoice>

Electronic Documents



UNECE

Success Stories UN/EDIFACT


 

The international standard 
for electronic data 
exchange



 

Backbone of global trade



 

Bi-annual publication by 
UNECE
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