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The framework

Identify the most important supply-side 
constraints to developing countries’

 agricultural trade
Explore the contribution of A4T in supporting 

agricultural trade
Follow up on to previous WPTC work on 

binding constraints to trade expansion
Highlight links to poverty reduction and food 

security 



Data and methodology

Gravity framework –
 

data on various types of 
supply-side constraints drawn from existing 
databases

Taking into account specificities of agricultural 
trade in terms of tariffs and NTMs

Factors impossible to cover due to data 
availability problems explored in case studies

Targeting selected groups of countries, incl. 
landlocked, small and vulnerable, etc.



Variables of interest classified 
into : 

Comparative-advantage related variables 
(land, machinery, water and other agricultural 
inputs; transport,  telecommunications and 
electricity infrastructure; access to finance; 
business environment, etc.) 

Trade-cost related variables 
(tariffs, non-tariff measures, trade facilitation)

Variables describing other external factors



Empirical studies to illustrate 
aspects poorly covered in the model

Compliance to technical, SPS and quality 
standards and capacity to assess conformity

Lack of market information

Links between successful aid-for-agricultural-
 trade projects and the reduction of poverty 

and income inequality
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