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Explanatory notes

The opinions, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of the

authors and should not necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or carrying the

endorsement of the United Nations.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not

imply the expression or any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United

Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or its authorities,

or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Mention of firm names and commercial products does not imply the endorsement of the

United Nations.

References to dollars ($) are to United States dollars, unless otherwise stated.

References to “tons” are to metric tons, unless otherwise specified.

The term “billion” signifies a thousand million.  The term “trillion” signifies a million million.

A solidus (/) between dates (e.g. 1980/81) indicates a financial year, a crop year or an

academic year.

Use of a hyphen between dates (e.g. 1980-1985) indicates the full period involved, including

the beginning and end years.

The following symbols have been used in the tables throughout the journal:

An em-dash (—) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.

A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.

A point (.) is used to indicate decimals.

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not reported separately.

A space is used to distinguish thousands and millions.

Totals may not add precisely because of rounding.
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