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Abstract

The overall objective of this study is to identify country specific needs for broadband communication in
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan with a view to developing a regional broadband network and
to providing data and information to relevant stakeholders for further examination and discussion on this
matter.

This study assesses the overall ICT development in the selected countries with a focus on the
telecommunication sector and examined key ICT policy and regulatory frameworks which have impacts on the
development of a regional and national broadband network. It also collected data and information on Internet
and broadband usage and attempted to forecast future growth as an indication of a need for a regional
broadband network.

The report finds that broadband telecommunication networks have been planned and developed in the
four countries during the last few years and the number of broadband subscribers is increasing steadily in some
countries and slowly in others. In general, the mobile market was found to be the key driver of growth of the
overall telecoms market. Demand for Internet access has also shown high growth, with broadband access
becoming increasingly popular. With increased demand for bandwidth of international channels, providing
connectivity to the Internet seems to be growing accordingly.

Based on the findings, identified challenges and opportunities, the report also made concrete recommendations

mainly on the need for strengthening regional cooperation for the development of such a broadband network
among countries in the sub-region.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this paper do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. References and maps obtained from external
sources might not conform to the UN Editorial guidelines. Mention of a commercial company or
product in this publication does not imply endorsement by ESCAP.

The content in this document is the opinions and view points of the author's and not that of ESCAP
or IDD and this publication has been issued without formal editing.

Prepared by ESCAP consultant, Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division,
ESCAP, United Nations Building, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200, Thailand.
E-Mail address: escap-idd@un.org
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