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 The implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the 
Information Society (WSIS) is one of the top priorities of the ITU 
Secretary-General.

 WSIS 2005 identified ITU as the moderator/facilitator for action
lines:

 C2 - Information and communication infrastructure
 C5 - Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs
 C6 - Enabling environment (as from May 2008)

 Co-facilitator of Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C7 and C11.

 Host and convener of the WSIS Forum 2009, 
in its role of leading facilitating organization for 
WSIS Implementation and Follow-up

 Chair/Co-Chair of the United Nations  
Group on the Information Society
(last meeting held in May 2009) 

OVERVIEW
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 World Telecommunication Development Conference 
(WTDC) adopted Resolution 30 (Doha, 2006) on the Role 
of the Telecommunication Development Sector in 
implementing the outcomes of the WSIS that recognizes 
ITU-D as a key partner in the implementation of the 
WSIS outcomes. 

 Antalya Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-06) in Resolution 
140 (Antalya, 2006), reiterated ITU’s role as 
facilitator/moderator and co-facilitator in the 
implementation of WSIS action lines. 

 ITU Council, in its Resolution 1282 instructed the ITU 
Secretary General to develop a roadmap for ITU’s 
activities within its mandate in the WSIS implementation 
up to 2015 with special emphasis on Action Lines 
whereby ITU is the lead facilitator.

OVERVIEW
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 Paragraph 9 of the Geneva Plan of Action defines specific actions to be 
implemented under Action Line C2 and highlights infrastructure as being 
central in achieving the goal of digital inclusion, enabling universal, 
sustainable, ubiquitous and affordable access to ICTs by all. 

 Facilitation meeting held 19 May 2009 in Geneva

 In line with the Geneva Plan of Action, ITU has undertaken:

• The harmonization of ICT policies in three regions (Sub-Saharan 
countries, Caribbean countries and Pacific Island States);

• Ministerial Forums such as:

 Pacific ICT Ministerial Forum in Tonga, 17-20 February 2009
 Subregional Telecommunication Ministerial Forum for 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam (CLMV) in Vietnam, 
11-12 December 2009

 TELECOM Asia in Bangkok, Thailand 2-5 September 2008 

• Programs implementing approximately [50] activities in 2008 and 
around [87] activities have been planned for year 2009; 

• The launch of a virtual space dedicated to the thematic ICT 
infrastructure initiatives;

• Capacity-Building Activities on ICT Policies in the Pacific Islands;
• Regional project on ICT Applications and Satellite Diversity in the 

Pacific Islands States, among others.

ITU & C2: Communication Infrastructure
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 Launched by ITU in 2005.

 Connect Africa Summit organized 
by ITU with global and regional 
partners in 2007 as the first of a 
series of Connect the World.

 A total of $55 Billion, committed by stakeholders mostly 
industry, towards the expansion of ICT networks over the 
next five years.

 Built on the success of the Connect Africa, ITU with 
potential donors and partners, will replicate the approach 
in each region. The next Summit, Connect CIS will take 
place in November 2009 in Minsk, Belarus. 

ITU-D: Connect the World Initiative
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Flagship Initiatives
ITU Wireless Broadband Partnership

Expected Outcomes
 Deployment of wireless broadband 

infrastructure (backbone and 
access networks) for identified areas; 

 Development of a national ICT 
broadband network plan for 
entire territory of beneficiary countries; 

 Training of local experts on the operation of the 
deployed wireless communication network; 

 Development of ICT applications and services that 
improve public services and create opportunities 
for sustainable economic growth and 
employment; and, 

 Provision of low cost devices to expand ICT 
access, starting with laptops for school children in 
least developed countries as part of a Connecting 
Children campaign. 



7

Flagship Initiatives
Connecting Villages

Expected Outcomes
 Establishment of several trial 

sites to provide proof of concept, 
shortly following the 
project launch; 

 Improvement of policy and regulation 
to accelerate the development of 
rural communications and 
provide business opportunities for 
local entrepreneurs; 

 Development of locally-relevant mobile applications 
and content; and 

 Extensive roll out of rural communications in 
selected countries, following successful trial results. 
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Flagship Partnerships
Connect a School, Connect a Community

Expected Outcomes
 Identify and compile best practices

that can be used by policy makers and 
regulators to connect schools to 
broadband Internet networks and 
services in an online Toolkit; 

 Raise global political awareness among education 
and communication policy makers and regulators in 
the development of policies and strategies to connect 
schools as community ICT centres; 

 Assist ITU Member States in developing national 
school ICT connectivity plans and implementing 
projects; and, 

 Provide capacity building through regional training 
events on using connected schools as community 
centres for vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. 
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