09.00 hrs.

09.25 hrs.

10.25 hrs.

10.45 hrs.

Provisional Programme

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2009

Regional Theme: Gender Implications of the Economic Crisis in Asia-Pacific

Monday, 9 March
United Nations Conference Centre, Conference Room 4

Organized by the
Regional Coordination Mechanism Thematic Working Group on
Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women

Opening Session

Opening statement by Dr. Noeleen Heyzer, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Executive Secretary of ESCAP

Statement by Ms. Gwi-Yeop Son, United Nations Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative in Thailand

Dialogue: Counting the Costs for Women - Gender Implications of the Economic Crisis
in Asia-Pacific

Mr. Srawooth Paitoonpong, Senior Research Specialist, Human Resources and Social
Development Program, Thailand Development Research Institute

Ms. Shamika Sirimanne, Chief, Trade Facilitation Section, Trade and Investment Division,
ESCAP

Ms. Lucia Victor Jayaseelan, Executive Coordinator, Committee for Asian Women
Ms. Lek Junya Yimprasert, Director, Thai Labour Campaign
Ms. Nongluck Phinainitisart, President, THAICOM Public Company Limited

Moderator: Ms. Jean D’Cunha, Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM East & South East
Asia

Question and Answer session

Snapshots of UN agencies on the global theme of “Women and Men United to
End Violence against Women and Girls”

Mr. Gary Lewis, Regional Representative, UNODC

Ms. Ryratana Rangsitpol, National Programme Officer, UNIFEM East & South East Asia
Ms. Wassana Im-Em, Assistant Representative, UNFPA

Mr. James Lang, Programme Coordinator, Partners for Prevention - Working with Boys and

Men to Prevent Gender-based Violence, UNDP, UNFPA, UNIFEM & UNV Regional Joint
Programme for Asia-Pacific



11.00 hrs.

11.10 hrs.

11.20 hrs.

Concluding remarks

Ms. Thelma Kay, Chief, Social Development Division, ESCAP

Short films:

Changing the Course (Save the Children Sweden and Men’s Action for Stopping Violence

against Women)

Say No to Violence against Women (UNIFEM)
Stories on Human Rights (OHCHR)

Violence against Women (Mr. Paul Lachine)

Tea and coffee break at UNCC, 1% Floor — accompanied by an Exhibition and
Film screening:

The Girl Effect on Development, 2009 World Economic Forum marquee session on
investment in gender equality and girls (63 minutes)
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