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The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is committed to achiev-
ing a prosperous, inclusive, resilient and sustainable Asia and

the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme
poverty. Established in 19686, it is owned by 68 members —
49 from the region. Its main instruments for helping its devel-
oping member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity
investments, guarantees, grants and technical assistance.

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) serves as the United Nations’ regional hub
promoting co-operation among countries to achieve inclu-
sive and sustainable development. It is the largest regional
intergovernmental platform with 53 Member States and 9
Associate Members. The Commission’s strategic focus is to
deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
through reinforcing and deepening regional co-operation
and integration to advance connectivity, financial co-oper-
ation and market integration. ESCAP, through its research
and analysis, policy advisory services, capacity building and
technical assistance, aims to support sustainable and inclu-
sive development in member countries.
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This report was commissioned by REN21 and produced in collaboration with a global
network of research partners. Financing was provided by Asia Development Bank (ADB),
German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) and the United Nations
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° RENEWABLES NOW

RENZ21 is aninternational policy network dedicated to build-
ing a sustainable energy future with renewables. This means
having a clear vision about the future and what is needed
to make the right decisions. We do this by telling compelling
stories about why we need an energy transition and how
renewables can contribute to this vision. We want to inspire
and mobilise people across all sectors to make renewables
a central part of any energy decision.

REN21's reports and activities are clustered under two main
blocks: knowledge — what's happening now in the energy
sector and what we think will happen; and debates — discuss-
ing a renewable energy future with players both within and
outside the energy sector.
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Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). A major share of the

research for this report was conducted on a voluntary basis.

DISCLAIMER

The information given in this report is the best available to the authors at the time, and REN21, its participants and partner organisations cannot be held liable for
its accuracy and correctness. Moreover, the views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP) or the Asian Development Bank (ADB) or the ADB’s Board of Governors or the governments they represent,
nor does any reference to trade names or commercial processes constitute endorsement.

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the maps in this report do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever concerning the legal
status or other of any region, country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, and is without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the

delimitation of international frontiers or boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.
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RENZ21

s the world’s fastest growing region, Asia
Arequires increasing energy supplies to fuel
its rapid pace of economic expansion.
The sheer geographic size of Asia and the Pacific,
its diversity and its varied institutional capacity
offer a huge market potential for renewable energy.
Renewable energy also presents an opportunity for
the region to achieve a globally important position in
the renewables market and to be a leader in the clean
energy transition. But harnessing this momentum
requires a key understanding of what is actually
happening in each country.

The 2019 Asia and the Pacific Renewable Energy Status
Report presents the current status of renewable energy
uptake in the Asia Pacific region by examining the policy
landscape, investment flows and how renewables are
increasing energy access. Formal and informal data and
information are used to reflect real-time developments in

ADB

the region. The data and information collection process uses
a collaborative approach that is the trademark of REN21.

Documenting the continual evolution and uptake of renew-
ables in a timely manner is challenging. We acknowledge
that data gaps exist in this report. Nevertheless, the report
provides a starting point to better understand regional devel-
opments. It also highlights where data are missing and need
to be collected. Given the importance of the region in the
energy transition and the current speed of change, a contin-
ual data and information collection process is key. | hope that
this reportis just the beginning of this process.

On behalf of the REN21 Secretariat, | extend our thanks
to the Asian Development Bank and the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
for their collaboration in the development of this report.
Itis my hope that this publication inspires action, discussion
and exchange. REN21 welcomes your feedback and support.

RANA ADIB
Executive Secretary
REN21
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sustainable and inclusive economic growth.

In 2015, the United Nations declared energy
as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, advocating access to affordable,
reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all (SDG
7) and urgent action to combat climate change and
its impacts (SDG 13). The Paris Agreement, through
the Nationally Determined Contributions, contracted
all nations to combat climate change and pursue
a sustainable, low-carbon future.

Renewable energy plays a significant role in

The Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) Strategy 2030 envi-
sions a prosperous, inclusive, resilient and sustainable
Asia and the Pacific. ADB has committed USD 80 billion for
2019-2030 to combat climate change, and at least 75% of
ADB’s operations will support climate change mitigation
and adaption by 2030. The Asia and the Pacific Renewa-
ble Energy Status Reportis in line with ADB’s clean energy

development and will inform investment decisions in order
to achieve renewable energy targets in ADB’s developing
member countries.

The Asia and the Pacific Renewable Energy Status Report
covers 18 countries from the five sub-regions, which together
represent 88% of the region’s population and occupy 71%
of its land area. Efforts and milestones in adopting renew-
able energy technologies in power generation, heating and
cooling, and transport are presented. This report serves as
a valuable reference for researchers, policy makers and the
private sector and offers wide-ranging discussions on the
renewable energy industry and market, distributed renew-
ables for energy access, policies, regulations, investment
and financing.

YONGPING ZHAI

Chief of Energy
Sector Group

ADB
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he Asia Pacific region is progressing to a
I low-carbon energy future. Renewable energy
development has gained momentum across
the region and entered the mainstream, particularly
in the power generation sector. Many policy makers
in Asia and the Pacific and beyond have looked
to renewable energy as a means of meeting
multiple goals - diversification of energy resources,
enhancing energy access, climate change mitigation
and reducing air pollution, just to name a few. As the
largest global region by population, GDP and energy
use, the speed that the Asia Pacificregion travels on
its renewable energy journey will influence the rest
of the world.

Capturing the diversity of a region such as Asia and the
Pacificin one report is no easy task. Countries of the region
have highly variable energy endowments and consumption
patterns. By examining 18 countries in detail, drawn from
across Asia and the Pacific’s five sub-regions, the REN21
Asia and the Pacific Renewable Energy Status Report builds
a comprehensive picture of the region’s overall progress.

FOREWORD

Taken together, these countries cover 88% of the region’s
population and are embracing a wide range of renewable
technology applications, from biofuels to wind power.

By examining the progress in areas beyond renewable
energy technologies — such as energy efficiency, finance and
policies — the report paints a detailed picture of the develop-
ments across the region and pinpoints some emerging trends.
It presents a complex picture in a cohesive, engaging and
accessible format, complementing other efforts such as the
multi-agency Asia Pacific Sustainable Energy for All Global
Tracking Framework report and the Asia Pacific Energy Data
Portal operated by ESCAP.

This inaugural report will provide stakeholders with valu-
able and up-to-date information from across this diverse
region and supports the further development of the renew-
able energy sector towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

HONGPENG LIU
Director, Energy Division

UN ESCAP
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