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The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the most inclusive 

intergovernmental platform in the Asia-Pacific region. The Commission promotes cooperation among its 53 

member States and nine associate members in pursuit of solutions to sustainable development challenges. ESCAP 

is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations. The ESCAP secretariat supports inclusive, resilient 

and sustainable development in the region by generating action-oriented knowledge and by providing technical 

assistance and capacity-building services in support of national development objectives, regional agreements and 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is composed of 54 member States and is playing a dual role as a 

regional arm of the United Nations and a key component of the African institutional landscape. The thematic areas 

of ECA focus on macroeconomic policy; regional integration and trade; social development; natural resources; 

innovation and technology; and gender and governance. To enhance its impact, ECA places particular emphasis 

on: collecting up-to-date and original regional statistics in order to base its policy research and advocacy on clear, 

objective evidence; promoting policy consensus; providing meaningful capacity development; and providing 

advisory services to African Governments, intergovernmental organizations and institutions in key thematic fields. 

It also formulates and promotes development assistance programmes and acts as the executive agency for relevant 

operational projects. As a specialized unit of ECA, the African Trade Policy Centre (ATPC) supports the efforts 

of member States and regional economic communities by enhancing their capacity to formulate and implement 

sound trade policies and participate more effectively in trade negotiations at all levels. To this end, the Centre is 

engaged in policy research, capacity-building, technical assistance and advocacy. 

 

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC or, by its Spanish acronym, CEPAL) 

is headquartered in Santiago, Chile. ECLAC is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations. It was 

founded with the purpose of contributing to the economic development of Latin America, coordinating actions 

directed towards this end, and reinforcing economic ties among countries and with other nations of the world. The 

promotion of the region's social development was later included among its primary objectives. The 33 countries 

of Latin America and the Caribbean, together with several Asian, European and North American nations that have 

historical, economic and cultural ties with the region, comprise the 44 member States of ECLAC. Thirteen non-

independent territories in the Caribbean are associate members of the Commission. ECLAC has a staff of 543 

people and an annual budget of 57.9 million. 
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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The designations employed 

and the presentation of the material in this report do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 

part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any economy, territory, city or area or 

of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The United Nations bears no 

responsibility for the availability or functionality of URLs. 

The opinion, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of the authors and should not 

necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or carrying the endorsement of the United Nations. Any errors 

are the responsibility of the authors. Mention of firm names and commercial products does not imply the 

endorsement of the United Nations. 

This report has been issued without formal editing.  

mailto:escap-tiid@un.org


R e g i o n a l  D i g i t a l  T r a d e  I n t e g r a t i o n  I n d e x  ( V e r s i o n  1 ) :  A  G u i d e  | iv 
 

Acknowledgements 

This publication was prepared by the Trade, Investment and Innovation Division (TIID) of ESCAP, in 

collaboration with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 

Under the overall guidance of Rupa Chanda, Director of TIID, and substantive guidance and inputs of 

Yann Duval, Chief of the Trade Policy and Facilitation Section (TPFS), TIID, ESCAP, the preparation 

of this publication was managed by Witada Anukoonwattaka, ESCAP, with significant inputs from 

ESCAP consultants, Martina Francesca Ferracane, Yohan Nah and Natnicha Sutthivana. Simon Mevel, 

Geoffroy Guepie and Jason Mc Cormack provided comments and inputs from the ECA region, while 

Johan Mulder provided inputs from ECLAC region. The publication also benefited from comments 

received from national focal points and experts in the economies covered under this initiative. 

The report also draws inputs from economy-level data collected by ESCAP consultants, including Aditi 

Pandey, Archana Subramanian, Ayushi Singh, Fandi Achmad, Juan F. Rodrigo Lopez, Kshitiz Dahal, 

LE Thu Ha, Natnicha Sutthivana, Runqiu Du, Said Jafarli, Sariyya Bunyatova, and Yohan Nah. Francis 

Mark Quimba and Sylwyn C. Calizo from the Philippine Institute for Development Studies contributed 

inputs related to the Philippines. Wannarat Charoensri provided technical assistance in the formatting 

and layout of the publication.  

 

  



R e g i o n a l  D i g i t a l  T r a d e  I n t e g r a t i o n  I n d e x  ( V e r s i o n  1 ) :  A  G u i d e  | v 
 

Preface 

The regional digital trade integration index (RDTII) results from cooperation among several United 

Nations Regional Commissions. Its development was initiated at ESCAP in 2020 as part of developing 

a broader Digital and Sustainable Regional Integration Index (DigiSRII) under a joint UN Development 

Account project on measuring regional integration led by ECA and jointly implemented with ESCWA. 

Implementation of RDTII was pilot-tested in Asia and the Pacific and subsequently extended to several 

economies in the ECA and ECLAC regions. 

 

This guide is based on the methodology and indicators of RDTII Version 1.0. It provides essential 

explanations of the structure and rationale of RDTII 1.0 and guidance on data collection and sources. It 

is expected to give a guideline to those involved in collecting regulatory data to analyze the digital trade 

regulatory environment based on the RDTII 1.0 framework. It is useful also for those who will use the 

index and related indicators for policy analysis and drafting. The RDTII framework, a multi-

dimensional cross-economy index of digital trade regulatory integration, is expected to require 

continuous adjustments as the challenges and policy trade-offs associated with fast-growing digital 

trade and the global digital economy are better understood. As such, this guide may be considered a 

living document to be updated as United Nations Regional Commissions and other partners work 

together further to improve the index and the data collection process. 
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