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The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the most inclusive
intergovernmental platform in the Asia-Pacific region. The Commission promotes cooperation among its 53
member States and nine associate members in pursuit of solutions to sustainable development challenges. ESCAP
is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations. The ESCAP secretariat supports inclusive, resilient
and sustainable development in the region by generating action-oriented knowledge and by providing technical
assistance and capacity-building services in support of national development objectives, regional agreements and
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is composed of 54 member States and is playing a dual role as a
regional arm of the United Nations and a key component of the African institutional landscape. The thematic areas
of ECA focus on macroeconomic policy; regional integration and trade; social development; natural resources;
innovation and technology; and gender and governance. To enhance its impact, ECA places particular emphasis
on: collecting up-to-date and original regional statistics in order to base its policy research and advocacy on clear,
objective evidence; promoting policy consensus; providing meaningful capacity development; and providing
advisory services to African Governments, intergovernmental organizations and institutions in key thematic fields.
It also formulates and promotes development assistance programmes and acts as the executive agency for relevant
operational projects. As a specialized unit of ECA, the African Trade Policy Centre (ATPC) supports the efforts
of member States and regional economic communities by enhancing their capacity to formulate and implement
sound trade policies and participate more effectively in trade negotiations at all levels. To this end, the Centre is
engaged in policy research, capacity-building, technical assistance and advocacy.

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC or, by its Spanish acronym, CEPAL)
is headquartered in Santiago, Chile. ECLAC is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations. It was
founded with the purpose of contributing to the economic development of Latin America, coordinating actions
directed towards this end, and reinforcing economic ties among countries and with other nations of the world. The
promotion of the region’s social development was later included among its primary objectives. The 33 countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean, together with several Asian, European and North American nations that have
historical, economic and cultural ties with the region, comprise the 44 member States of ECLAC. Thirteen non-
independent territories in the Caribbean are associate members of the Commission. ECLAC has a staff of 543
people and an annual budget of 57.9 million.
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Disclaimer

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The designations employed
and the presentation of the material in this report do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any economy, territory, city or area or
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The United Nations bears no
responsibility for the availability or functionality of URLS.

The opinion, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of the authors and should not
necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or carrying the endorsement of the United Nations. Any errors
are the responsibility of the authors. Mention of firm names and commercial products does not imply the
endorsement of the United Nations.

This report has been issued without formal editing.
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Preface

The regional digital trade integration index (RDTII) results from cooperation among several United
Nations Regional Commissions. Its development was initiated at ESCAP in 2020 as part of developing
a broader Digital and Sustainable Regional Integration Index (DigiSRII) under a joint UN Development
Account project on measuring regional integration led by ECA and jointly implemented with ESCWA.
Implementation of RDTII was pilot-tested in Asia and the Pacific and subsequently extended to several
economies in the ECA and ECLAC regions.

This guide is based on the methodology and indicators of RDTII Version 1.0. It provides essential
explanations of the structure and rationale of RDTII 1.0 and guidance on data collection and sources. It
is expected to give a guideline to those involved in collecting regulatory data to analyze the digital trade
regulatory environment based on the RDTII 1.0 framework. It is useful also for those who will use the
index and related indicators for policy analysis and drafting. The RDTIlI framework, a multi-
dimensional cross-economy index of digital trade regulatory integration, is expected to require
continuous adjustments as the challenges and policy trade-offs associated with fast-growing digital
trade and the global digital economy are better understood. As such, this guide may be considered a
living document to be updated as United Nations Regional Commissions and other partners work
together further to improve the index and the data collection process.
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AHS
APEC
ASEAN
ATPC
BORCA
B2B
CABs
CBPR
CcC
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CPC
DigiSRIlI
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DTRI
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ECLAC
EE MRA
EMC
EMI
ESCAP
EU
FIPS
FSS
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GDPR
GTA
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Abbreviations and acronyms

Advanced Encryption Standard

Average of Effectively Applied Tariffs
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Association of Southeast Asian Nations

African Trade Policy Centre

Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority
business to business

Conformity Assessment Bodies

Cross-Border Privacy Rules system

Common Criteria

Common Criteria Recognition Arrangement
Central Product Classification

Digital and Sustainable Regional Integration Index
domain name system

Data Protection Impact Assessment

Data Protection Officer

digital line subscribers

Digital Trade Estimates

Digital Trade Restrictiveness Index

Eurasian Economic Union

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
Elliptic Curve Cryptography

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
MRA for Electrical and Electronic Equipment
electromagnetic compatibility

electromagnetic interference

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
European Union

Federal Information Processing Standard

Federal Security Service

Global Competitiveness Index

General Data Protection Regulation

Global Trade Alert




