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The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the
most inclusive intergovernmental platform in the Asia-Pacific region. The Commission
promotes cooperation among its 53 member States and nine associate members in pursuit of
solutions to sustainable development challenges. ESCAP is one of the five regional
commissions of the United Nations. The ESCAP secretariat supports inclusive, resilient and
sustainable development in the region by generating action-oriented knowledge, and by
providing technical assistance and capacity-building services in support of national
development objectives, regional agreements and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
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The shaded areas of the map indicate ESCAP members and associate members. The designations employed and
the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Disclaimer

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) or the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The
designations employed and the presentation of the material in the report do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The United Nations bears no
responsibility for the availability or functionality of URLs.

The Opinion, figures and estimates set forth in this publication are the responsibility of the
authors and should not necessarily be considered as reflecting the views or carrying the
endorsement of the United Nations. Any errors are the responsibility of the authors. Mention
of firm names and commercial products does not imply the endorsement of the United Nations.

This report has been issued without formal editing.


mailto:escap-tiid@un.org

Acknowledgments

This publication is part of the ESCAP-OECD Initiative on Digital Trade Regulatory Analysis. It
draws on the research of ESCAP and OECD conducted in 2020-2021. This publication was
prepared by the Trade, Investment and Innovation Division (TIID), ESCAP, in collaboration
with the Trade and Agriculture Directorate of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD).

Under the overall guidance of Rupa Chanda, Director of TIID, and with the substantive
guidance and inputs of Yann Duval, Chief of the Trade Policy and Facilitation Section (TPFS),
TIID, ESCAP, the preparation of this publication was managed by Witada Anukoonwattaka,
ESCAP. Witada drafted most of the report, including the section on findings from the Regional
Digital Trade Integration Index (RDTII), version 1. The OECD contributed to the section on
findings from the OECD Digital Services Trade Restrictiveness Index and Services Trade
Restrictiveness Index for computer services, as well as provided comments and inputs to other
sections of this publication. The OECD contributors in this publication include Janos Ferencz,
Irene Olivan Garcia, and Javier Lopez Gonzalez of the OECD Trade and Agriculture
Directorate under the guidance of John Drummond. Any errors and omissions are solely those
of ESCAP.

ESCAP consultants collected regulatory data and prepared the national regulatory profiles in
the Annex. Martina Francesca Ferracane reviewed the work of ESCAP consultants, compiled
the regional RDTII database, and provided significant inputs to the report. National regulatory
profiles prepared by Aditi Pandey, Archana Subramanian, Ayushi Singh, Fandi Achmad, Juan
F. Rodrigo Lopez, Kshitiz Dahal, LE Thu Ha, Natnicha Sutthivana, Rungiu Du, Said Jafarli,
Sariyya Bunyatova, and Yohan Nah. Francis Mark Quimba and Sylwyn C. Calizo from the
Philippine Institute for Development Studies contributed inputs related to the Philippines.

Wannarat Charoensri provided technical assistance in the formatting and layout of the
publication. Anisa Hussein provided proofreading. The publication also benefited from
comments received from national focal points and experts in the economies covered in the
regulatory datasets of ESCAP and OECD.



Contents
ACKNOWIEBAGMENTS ... v
RSy A 0 = 0 g ST Vi
LIS OF FIQUI S ettt Vil
Abbreviations and aCrONYMS .....uuuiiiii i e e e e et eeeaeeeeannes IX
EXECULIVE SUIMMIBIY ...ttt X
(&1 =0} (=T N T Y 4 o Yo 1V To3 10 o [PPSR 1
Chapter 2 Findings from the Regional Digital Trade Integration Index (RDTII)............... 4
2.1 THE RDTH frAMEWOTK ... .uttttiiiitiiiiiiiitiiiteiiiaiebieebeaebe bbb sessesssesssnenenes 5
2.2 Overview of Digital Trade Policy Environment in the Asia-Pacific region: Findings from
L0 =T 3 I | SR U PP 8
A.  Traditional trade POIICIES ......ccoeiiieeeee e 11
B. DOMESLIC reQUIALIONS .......cceiiiiiiiiee et e e e e e a e ee e 14
C. Digital gOVErNaNCE POICIES .........uuuuuiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeieb bbb eeeneeneeennnee 18
2.3 Towards regional interoperability of digital trade ............cccovviiiiii e 21

Chapter 3 Findings from the OECD Digital Services Trade Restrictiveness Index
(DSTRI) and the Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI) for computer services..25

3.1 The DSTRI @nd STRI framMEWOIKS...........uuuuuuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieiiieeneeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeenenee 26
3.2 Overview of Digital Trade Policy Environment in the Asia-Pacific region: Findings from
the DSTRI QNA STRI...cciiieeeeiie e e e e e e e e et a e s e e e e e e eaaneenns 29
3.3 Regulatory heterogeneity in the region...........coooviiiiiiii e 32
Chapter 4 Way FOIWAIG ......cooiiiiiiiiici et e e e s e e e e e e e e e aa e e e e e e 34
RETEIEINCES ...ttt 38
Annex: National Regulatory ProfileS......... e 39
AUSTIAIIAL ... 40
Brunei DArUSSBIAIM .......ooiiiiiiiiiii et e e e 45
CAMIDIOTIB ..t 48
o = TP P PP PPPPPPR PPN 51
INAONESIA ... 56
=T 12 o DTS T R TOPPP PP 60
KazaknStan ... 64
Republic OF KOr@a ......cooiiiiii 67
LBO PDR ..ttt e et e e e et e e et aeeab e e eaaa e aanes 71
MAIAYSIA ... 74
N = = | 77



Asia-Pacific Digital Trade Regulatory Review 2022| VI

PakIStaN ... 86
o 111 o] o1 4= S 90
RUSSIAN FEABTALION......ccoiiiiiiiiiiee e 94
Y[ g o T= T oL =P SPRPPPPPUR 98
TRAIMANG ... 102
IV TS V25 PSP 106
RV £= 1010 = (PP PPPPPPT 109
VAL 0 A= Lo PP TP P PP PP PPPPPPR PPN 112



Asia-Pacific Digital Trade Regulatory Review 2022| VII

List of Boxes

Box 1 The RDTH Framework in Drief* ... ... 7
Box 2 Digital trade restrictiveness and digital trade facilitation implementation..................... 24
Box 3 The Digital Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (DSTRI) framework ....................... 27

Box 4 The Services Trade Restrictiveness Index (STRI) framework for computer services..28



VIII

List of Figures

Figure 1 RDTII score of sample Asia-Pacific economies (2021) ......cccceevvveeiiiiiiiiieeeeieiiiiinnn. XI
Figure 2 Digital-trade policy diversity in the Asia-Pacific region in 2020, by RDTII policy pillar
............................................................................................................................................ Xl
Figure 3 Digital STRI results in the Asia-Pacific region, 2021 ...............uuvvumiimimimiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. Xl
Figure 4 Computer services STRI in the Asia-Pacific region, 2021.............ccccceeeeiiiiiinninnnn, XV
Figure 5 Toward regional integration through digital trade in Asia and the Pacific .............. XVI
Figure 6 Regional Digital Trade Integration Index (RDTII) - Pillars and Indicators ................. 6
Figure 7 Asia-Pacific RDTII score by pillar, group average score (2021) .......cccoeeeeevvvevvivnnnnnn. 8
Figure 8 RDTII score of sample Asia-Pacific economies (2021) ............uvvuvmmmmmmmmmmmmnmmmeiinnnnnnns 9
Figure 9 Asia-Pacific economies with high RDTII scores, by pillar (2021)............ccccevvvvvvnnnn.. 10
Figure 10 Pillar 1 (tariffs and trade defence) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021) .............c.cccccvvvnnnnee 11
Figure 11 Pillar 9 (Non-technical NTMs) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021) ........ccccoeeeeeeviiiiiiinnnnn. 12
Figure 12 Pillar 10 (Standards and procedures) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021)..................e... 13
Figure 13 Pillar 2 (Public procurement) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021)........ccccceeevieeeeiiiiininnnnn. 14
Figure 14 Pillar 3 (Foreign investment restrictions) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021) ................. 15
Figure 15 Pillar 4 (IPR issues) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021) ...........uuuvvrmimmmmimmimiiiiiiiiiiiinennnnns 16
Figure 16 Pillar 5 (Telecommunication policy and competition) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021)
............................................................................................................................................. 17
Figure 17 Pillar 6 (Cross-border data flow conditions) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021)............. 18
Figure 18 Pillar 7 (Domestic data protection) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021) ............cccccuvveneee 19
Figure 19 Pillar 8 (Internet intermediary liability and content access) scores in Asia-Pacific
0207220 ) TP EP PP UPOPPPPRPPPR 20
Figure 20 Pillar 11 (Online sales and transactions) scores in Asia-Pacific (2021)................. 21
Figure 21 Digital-trade policy diversity in the Asia-Pacific region in 2020, by RDTII policy
0111 PSS PPPRTRTSR 23
Figure 22 Digital STRI results in the Asia-Pacific region, 2021 ...............uuuvviiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnns 29

MR EER, FeR RS HHEAN 4RI T :

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 31354




