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Executive summary

The evaluation of the implementation of the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for
Sustainable Development (2018-2030) in its Phase 1 (2018-2022) was launched in June 2022 and
completed in September 2022. The evaluation was conducted by an external evaluator in
accordance with the norms and standards of evaluation set out in the ESCAP Monitoring and
Evaluation Policy and Guidelines. The evaluation covered the activities of the PoA (Phase 1) and the
cooperation practices of the ESCAP with other development partners, including other UN regional
commissions and agencies, global/regional/subregional organizations, and academia to conduct
activities in support of the implementation of the PoA (Phase 1).

The purpose of the evaluation was to inform deliberations in the Ministerial Conference on the
implementation of the PoA (Phase |) and provide recommendations for improvement in the
implementation of the next phase of the PoA (2022-2026) in line with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. The evaluation applied a participatory approach and used various data
collection techniques, including semi-structured interviews with key internal and external
stakeholders, online surveys, and structured documentary analyses. It resulted in the following
key findings and conclusions:

e The design and implementation of the Plan of Action (Phase |) were deemed to be highly
relevant to the strategic development needs and priorities of the Member States. The
findings also recognized that while the Plan of Action (Phase I) integrated a broad range
of thematic areas, not all are entirely relevant to or are on the top of the priority list of all
member States. This reflects the wide geopolitical, social and economic diversity of the
Commission’s members and associate members.

e The results achieved through the implementation of the Plan of Action and its
interventions were found to be tangible. Preliminary responses to the secretariat’s survey
show over 550 actions from six countries alone in the six thematic areas of the Plan of
Action in Phase |. The examples highlighted in the document ESCAP/MCSASD/2022/1?
constituted successful approaches with definite scale-up potential.

¢ With regard to effectiveness, the Plan of Action served as an effective platform for
accumulating and sharing knowledge on issues and building member States’ capacity. In
general, stakeholders from governments who participated in the evaluation are mainly
subject-matter experts familiar with their own thematic areas of specialization, but, had
limited knowledge of the Plan of Action in its entirety.

¢ The technical support and capacity-building activities offered by the secretariat within
each of the thematic areas of the Plan of Action proved to be a successful model for
further replication to cover existing and potentially new areas (including resilience and
recovery from the impacts of COVID-19). However, the contribution of the Plan of Action
implementation to the related SDGs needs to be more explicitly recognized and
measured. A more structured pathway is needed to assess and monitor over the
implementation period the contributions attributable solely to the Plan of Action to the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction.

1 Hereafter the PoA (Phase 1)
2Available at https://unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/SECRETARIAT%20NOTE%200N%20SPACE%2B%20 0.pdf
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e In terms of efficiency, the secretariat successfully engaged diverse stakeholders and
established a number of activity-based partnerships with United Nations agencies,
development partners, as well as global, Asia-Pacific, and subregional organizations for
the delivery of concrete initiatives. In the next phase of the Plan of Action, it is expected
that such partnerships will be deepened and additional bilateral and multilateral
cooperation in the form of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation and
interaction between RESAP members and the secretariat will be promoted.

e The secretariat successfully facilitated knowledge sharing from countries that have
implemented and achieved results from the Plan of Action through user-oriented group
meetings to disseminate knowledge to other countries for them to follow the practices.
The secretariat should continue to prioritise capacity building and knowledge sharing as
part of the next phase of Plan of Action with a clearer linkage between the Plan of Action
implementation and its contribution to Sustainable Development Goals targets and
related indicators.

¢ While the gender mainstreaming agenda remains ambiguous for most stakeholders, the
increasing interest in the matter provides an opportunity to reinforce discussions in the
next phase of the Plan of Action on the gender equality and social inclusiveness aspects.

Based on the findings and conclusions, the evaluation offers several strategic recommendations
for the member States and the secretariat on implementing the next phase of the PoA.

Recommendations for the member States on the thematic areas and framework for the next phase
of the PoA:

1) To accelerate the implementation of the Plan of Action through leveraging innovative
digital applications, engaging end-users and the youth, effectively managing geospatial
information, and strengthening partnerships based on national and local needs.

2) To prioritize the actions for implementation in the next phase of Plan of Action based on
the national and local needs; and to strengthen the linkages of outcomes of actions taken
in the next phase of Plan of Actions with the indicators of relevant Sustainable
Development Goals taking into account new development trends and emerging issues
(e.g., COVID-19 pandemic recovery)

3) To enhance sharing of knowledge, geospatial information, operational tools and
experiences with other countries through regional cooperation mechanisms, such as the
Regional Space Applications Programme for Sustainable Development.
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