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FOREWORD

The depth and range of geospatial practices featured in this Compendium 
are proof of the steady progress that countries in South-East Asia are 
making to advance the implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). This Compendium features their achievements under the 
Plan of Action on Space Applications for Sustainable Development in 
Asia and the Pacific (2018–2030) whose priority thematic areas are fully 
aligned with the regional priorities to achieve the SDGs.

Alongside well-established space applications in drought prediction and 
monitoring, we see emerging applications of space science and technology 
that improve the spatial mapping of poverty incidence; increase the 
availability and accessibility of air pollution data; accuracy and tracking 
of greenhouse gas emissions; and enable evidence-based accounting of 
land and other natural resources. In the context of the ongoing effort to 
manage the COVID-19 pandemic, geospatial information proved useful in 
understanding, tracking, and targeting the response to the epidemiological 
aspect of the pandemic, as well as its socio-economic impacts.

The demand for knowledge-sharing, technical support and expert 
training remains consistently high for many member countries to make 
geospatial information and space applications available, accessible, 
affordable, and actionable.  Regional cooperation within ESCAP can help 
countries in responding to these demands as many examples in this 
Compendium show. The regional cooperation enabled by the Plan of 
Action can significantly facilitate sharing and access to satellite imagery 
and other required data, technical expertise, and resources. Countries 
in Asia and the Pacific appreciate the results delivered during the first 
phase of implementation of the Plan of Action and commit to strengthen 
their collaboration for scaled-up contributions of space applications and 
geospatial information to sustainable development. 

The guiding theme for accelerating  progress in implementing the Phase 
II of the Plan of Action has converged around “Space+ for our Earth and 
future” which comprises four components, namely (a) leveraging innovative 
digital applications; (b) engaging end users, including the private sector 
and youth; (c) managing data and information more effectively; and (d) 
enhancing partnerships with national, regional and global stakeholders.

As Ministers and Heads of Space Agencies convene at the Fourth 
Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Development 
in Jakarta, we hope that this Compendium will contribute to recognising 
the achievements of countries, facilitate the exchange of knowledge and 
replication of good practices across the region, while also providing a 
direction in further strengthening regional cooperation to further accelerate 
the Phase II of implementing the Plan of Action . We also hope that the 
achievements and innovations of countries featured in this Compendium 
will inspire and increase the involvement of young people in the space 
sector. 
 

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana

Under-Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and 
Executive Secretary of ESCAP
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