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Foreword

Today, adolescents and youth represent the largest generation in human history. One third to 

almost one half of the population in developing countries is under 20 years old. The challenges 

and opportunities brought by this demographic change need to be addressed and harnessed 

in order to achieve national development goals. There is a duty on the part of governments 

around the world to assist and collaborate with young people on reaching their development 

goals. Young people also need to provide advice and technical guidance on how to best 

manage the issues that affect them. While most countries in the Asia-Pacific region have some 

type of youth programming, many such programmes exist without a clear framework. 

At UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, a focus on adolescents and youth is based on 

the recognition that young people, particularly those living in poverty, are not given adequate 

opportunities to participate in the development of policies and programmes that affect them. 

There are 65 million young people in Indonesia, and many still lack information about the 

decisions that affect their lives. Civic involvement and fulfillment of young people’s needs 

and rights is critical at this stage in life, during the transition from childhood to the realm of 

adult responsibilities. Effective policies and programmes for adolescents and youth are key to 

Indonesia’s long-term development. 

This publication, the Indonesian Youth in the 21st Century Report, was produced by UNFPA 

through the UN Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development (IANYD) and in collaboration 

with the Ministry of Youth and Sports. It covers a broad range of policies and issues that 

have become the main concerns of youth networks operating in Indonesia. The report 

highlights existing youth programmes, partnerships and priorities in Indonesia, including the 

challenges faced and recommendations for future directions, and gives suggestions for further 

interventions related to youth at the national level.

It is with great appreciation that UNFPA extends its gratitude to all those involved in this 

report; to Mr. Nicholas Goodwin and Ms. Irma Martam from Tulodo, who provided expertise 

in the research and writing of the report, as well as supporting UN agencies, ministries and 

government institutions, civil society organizations, youth organizations and networks that 

have given input and collaboration in finalizing this report.

Our hope is that this study will give a comprehensive view of the issues faced by Indonesian 

youth and will align with the development of the National Medium-term Development Plan 

(RPJMN) by Bappenas and the National Youth Strategy 2015-2019 by Ministry of Youth and 

Sports in the near future.

Jakarta, July 2014

Jose Ferraris
UNFPA Representative and

Chair, UN-Inter Agency Network on Youth Development
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