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JOINT FOREWORD

Climate change has become a serious threat in the world. The Fifth Assessment
Report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released on 11
November 2013 provided a comprehensive assessment of the physical science basis
of climate change. Global temperature rise and sea level rise affect community activities,
particularly the low and middle-income populations living in coastal areas. Yet, climate
change is rarely considered together with population issues.

Now, a joint effort between UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund,the National
Population and Family Planning Board (BKKBN) and the National Council on
Climate Change (DNPI) has focussed on the connections between climate change
and population dynamics. This collaboration has achieved a breakthrough in raising
population dynamics issues in addressing the impacts of climate change adaptation
policies.

UNFPA supports activities related to sustainable development, population, climate
change and environment. On 17-18 October 2013, UNFPA in collaboration with the
BKKBN, DNPI, Urban and Regional Development Institute (URDI), and Semarang
City Government held a workshop on Population Dynamics and Climate Change to
disseminate study results on climate change vulnerability of the population in Semarang.
The workshop presented the methods, findings, and implications related to population
dynamics and climate change adaptation in Semarang city, which was one of the three
cities in the world that was part of the global research project undertaken by UNFPA's
Population and Development Branch, Technical Division, in New York and the London-
based International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED). The workshop
encouraged researchers, policy makers and development agencies to take population
dynamics into account in climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives.

We thank all the speakers and discussants for their contributions in presenting and
sharing their ideas, the population and planning experts and policy makers who
participated, and also the organizing committee for conducting the workshop and
preparing these proceedings as a reference tool on population dynamics and climate
change. We hope this book will provide a useful resource for advocacy and policy
development in Indonesia and internationally.
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Rachmat Witoelar Fasli Jalal Jose Eérraris
Executive Chair of the Chairman of the Natiorg PA Representative
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