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Foreword

With nearly 60% of the population below the age of 25 years and more than 30% of the population 

between 10 and 24 years, young people constitute a large proportion of the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic’s (Lao PDR) population. Clearly, addressing the needs of young people means addressing 

the needs of Lao PDR as a  country, which  brings with it both enormous opportunities and challenges 

now and for the future of this country.

Lao PDR has made significant progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) in 2015 and aims to achieve the national goal of graduating from least developed country 

(LDC) status by 2020. Young people have a significant role to play in achieving this goal.

This is the first time that the Adolescent and Youth Situation Analysis (AYSA) has been conducted in 

Lao PDR. It gathers available data on adolescent and young people and provides an up-to-date review 

of existing policies and legislation to enhance current and future programmes for young people. It 

should be seen as the first step to assist the Government, international organisations and youth 

themselves to develop and improve  wide-ranging and inclusive programmes and policies which can 

effectively address the specific needs of young people in the areas of health, education, employment, 

protection and participation; including the Education, Health, Labour and Social Welfare, sectoral 

5-year plans, the National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) and the National Youth 

Development Strategy of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union (LPRYU/LYU). 

The findings and recommendations from this report are expected to guide further interventions 

and draw specific attention to the importance of an increased investment in young people with the 

ultimate goal of improving the lives of young people and with it the social, economic and cultural 

development of the whole country.  

              Dr. Vilayvong Bouthdakham,                                                     Dr. Hassan Mohtashami,

                      General Secretary                                        UNFPA Representative

    Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth Union   
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