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Foreword 
       

The Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD), the Beijing Platform of Action and the Millennium Declaration are international 
commitments reflecting a common vision of a world free from poverty, illiteracy and HIV/AIDs 
where all people have information and means to safe and planned reproduction and where women and 
men enjoy equal rights.  
 
           Throughout the world, nations strive to fulfill their international obligations and achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  With only five years away from 2015, the target year of 
achieving ICPD goals and MDGs, Myanmar stands at a crossroads in its endeavour to achieve the 
Millennium targets.    Issued at the 10th anniversary of the Millennium Summit, this situation analysis 
report provides valuable inputs in reviewing Myanmar’s progress in achieving MDGs.    
 
          UNFPA has the honour to present a situation analysis of population and development, 
reproductive health and gender issues in Myanmar.  This study, the most comprehensive of its nature 
to date, serves as a foundation for policy making, strategic planning and programming by 
Government, NGOs, INGOs, the international community and the UN.             
 
       The Situation Analysis report has identified the need to strengthen data systems and improve 
availability and quality of data.   A population and housing census should be conducted to obtain 
comprehensive population and demographic data at the national and sub-national levels. Census data 
should be disaggregated by age, sex and locality and be gender sensitive to reflect the situation of 
women and men.  The census will provide an up to date statistical sampling frame to be used for 
subsequent data collection activities.   
 
        To realize the 2015 targets of reducing maternal mortality ratio and the infant mortality rate, 
there is an urgent need for substantial investments to strengthen both health systems and health human 
resources to deliver quality reproductive health services including prevention and treatment of 
HIV/AIDS.   Financial requirements are estimated for the implementation of the National 
Reproductive Health Strategic Plan (2009-2013).  The Situation Analysis recommends that the 
Government of Myanmar and all other stakeholders identify financial commitments from existing and 
potential sources and join together to bridge the remaining resource gaps.   Only through concerted 
efforts of all partners in the field of population and development, reproductive health and gender will 
there be advancement of the quality of life of the people of Myanmar. 
 
        This year-long study adopted a participatory and inclusive approach involving various national 
and international stakeholders.  The study is enriched through its sound methodology, the involvement 
of a multi-sectoral team of national and international experts and the exhaustive review process of its 
findings and recommendations.     
  
        On behalf of UNFPA, I would like to extend sincere thanks and appreciation to all of our 
partners who provided invaluable inputs to the Situation Analysis. In this respect, I wish to thank the  
Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of 
Immigration and Population and the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, our sister 
UN agencies, NGOs and INGOs.   I wish to thank colleagues at the Asia and Pacific Regional Office 
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of UNFPA for their inputs throughout the process, for sharing their experiences from other countries 
and conducting a thorough review and comments on the draft manuscripts of the study.   Much 
appreciation goes to the situation analysis team: Dr. Hla Hla Aye, Team Leader and her team Daw Tin 
Tin Nyunt, Dr. Win Mar, Dr. Akjemal Magtymova, Shanny Campbell and Dr. Mya Thuzar for their 
hard work, relentless efforts, patience and professionalism in executing this task.  
 
        Given the transition that the country is going through and the anticipated data from the on-going 
Integrated Household Living Condition Assessment and the Multi-Indicator Cluster Survey, this study 
will remain a living document that will be regularly updated.   
         

    
 

 
 
 

Mohamed Abdel-Ahad 
Country Representative, UNFPA Myanmar 
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