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PREFACE

The 2007 Fertility and Reproductive Health Survey (FRHS) is the fourth in a series of
demographic surveys taken at five-year intervals since 1991 to measure trends in demographic
and other indicators. The first demographic survey was Population Changes and Fertility Survey
(PCFS) conducted in 1991 and, the second and third surveys were Fertility and Reproductive
Health Surveys (FRHS) conducted in 1997 and 2001 respectively. All these surveys were
conducted by the Department of Population with financial and technical assistance from
UNFPA.

Myanmar has made a good progress towards the ICPD goals and MDGs in the past years
with improvements in coverage and quality of maternal and child health and birth spacing
services as a priority and a central element in reproductive health. And it considers human
resources as the prime factor of sustainable economic and social development and as the
beneficiary of development.

The nationally represented 2007 FRHS is designed to collect information of ever married
women aged 15-49 on levels and trends of fertility, infant and child mortality, reproductive
health, maternal and child health, knowledge of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and Human
Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) and their
knowledge on trafficking. It also collected information from never married women aged 15-34
on the knowledge of STDs and HIV/AIDS and their preventive measures and the knowledge on
trafficking. It was the second time to gather information from never married women.

The surveys provided much needed information that will be used in evaluating population
and reproductive health related programmes and in planning future directions. These data can be
utilized for research activities aimed at improving programme strategies. Together with data
from previous demographic surveys, the survey can serve as an instrument to monitor the
progress and evaluate the impact of the population and reproductive health related programmes.

The success of this important undertaking would not have been realized without the
relentless effort and dedication of all parties concerned. To those who actively contributed to
this, I would like to extend my gratitude and appreciation. Taking this opportunity, | would like
to express gratitude to the Government as well as the Minister for Immigration and Population
for allowing us to undertake this task. Thanks are also due to the United Nations Population
Fund and Resident Representative, for their assistance and support. Last and not the least, |
would like to express thanks to the department's country report preparation team and all
concerned parties for their tireless efforts, hard work and dedication to get these papers
completed and published.
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Director General
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Foreword

The 2007 Fertility and Reproductive Health Survey (FRHS) is a nationally representative
sample survey on population and reproductive health in Myanmar. It was conducted by the
Department of Population with financial and technical assistant from UNFPA. This report is the
fourth in a series of demographic surveys undertaken since 1991 to measure the demographic

and reproductive health indicators.

The 2007 FR HS was designed to provide important information and data on levels and
trends of fertility, knowledge and use of contraception, nuptiality, fertility preference, unmet
need, infant and child mortality, maternal and child health, knowledge of STDs and HIVV/AIDS
and trafficking. The survey was conducted in 9 domains across the country comprising 8352 ever
married women aged between 15-49 with a sub-sample of 5467 never married women aged 15-
34. This survey and three other similar surveys, FRHS 1997, 2001 and Population Changes and
Fertility Survey, 1991 have contributed towards the development of a national population and
reproductive health database, including socio-economic indicators, which are vital to national

planning.

In addition to the Country Report, an in-depth analysis will be carried out by the
Department of Population on selected topics such as i) internal migration, and (ii) elderly
population. | wish to take this opportunity to congratulate and convey our appreciation to the
Department of Population, Ministry of Immigration and Population for this important
undertaking. UNFPA appreciates the partnership with the Department of Population in
undertaking the survey and is confident that the information and data presented in this report will
be of great importance and value to the academicians, researchers, programme planners and

policy makers in guiding future reproductive health-related programme activities in Myanmar.

Mohamed Abdel-Ahai

UNFPA Representative for Myanmar
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