
Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

02

UNFPA,�Quỹ�Dân�số�Liên�Hợp�Quốc
151�Thuỵ�Khuê,�Quận�Tây�Hồ,�Hà�Nội
www.vietnam.unfpa.org

SEX RATIO AT BIRTH  
IN VIET NAM

New evidence from  
the Intercensal Population  

and Housing Survey  
in 2014

Green One United Nations House (GOUNH)
304 Kim Ma street, Ba Dinh District, Ha Noi, Viet Nam
Tel: (84-4) 3850 0100    
Fax: (84-4) 3726 5520   
Website: http://vietnam.unfpa.org  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unfpa.vietnam

UNFPA supports countries in using population 
data for policies and programmes to reduce 
poverty and to deliver a world where every 
pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, and 
every young person’s potential is fulfilled.



Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

03SRB

SEX RATIO AT BIRTH  
IN VIET NAM

New evidence from  
the Intercensal Population  

and Housing Survey  
in 2014

Hong Duc  
Publishing House





Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

1

Table of Contents

1. Introduction..........................................................................5

2. SRB in Viet Nam .................................................................7

	 2.1 	 SRB estimates in 2014.......................................... 8

	 2.2 	 International comparison..................................... 10

	 2.3 	 Trends in birth masculinity.....................................11

3. Regional and social variations...........................................15

4. Socio-economic variations.................................................22

5. Masculinity, birth order and gender composition ..............26

6. Son preference according to the 2014 IPS.......................29

7. Conclusion.........................................................................35

8. References ........................................................................38



Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

2 © UNFPA Viet Nam / Doan Bao Chau



Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

3

Tables & Figures

Table 1: Estimates of the sex ratio at birth based on the IPS 
2014, Viet Nam........................................................................9

Table 2: Sex preference during the last pregnancy over the 
last two years according to birth order and sex composition, 
Viet Nam, PCFPS, 2013........................................................30

Table 3: Progression from 2nd to 3rd child according to 
previous sex composition, Viet Nam regions, 2004 - 2014...32

Figure 1: SRB in various countries, 2008 - 2014...................10

Figure 2: Estimated trends of the sex ratio at birth according 
to various sources, Viet Nam, 2000 - 2014...........................12

Figure 3: Estimates of the sex ratio at birth in 2005 - 2009 
and 2010 - 2014, Viet Nam regions.......................................16

Figure 4: Contribution of regions to excess boys 
in Viet Nam, 2010 - 2014.......................................................18

Figure 5: SRB by region and rural/urban areas in Viet Nam, 
2010 - 2014............................................................................20

Figure 6: SRB by educational level of the mothers 
in Viet Nam, 2010 - 2014.......................................................23

Figure 7: SRB by socio-economic quintile in Viet Nam, 
2009 and 2010 - 2014............................................................25

Figure 8: SRB by birth order in Viet Nam, 
2009 and 2010 - 2014........................................................ 27



Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

4
© UNFPA Viet Nam 



Sex ratio at birth in Viet Nam:
New evidence from the Intercensal Population and Housing Survey in 2014

5

1. Introduction

Sex imbalances at birth, observable today in a handful 
of countries around the world, are manifested in sex 
ratio at birth (SRB) that rise well above the natural 

biological level of 105 male births per 100 female newborns. 
The primary cause of high SRB levels is the practice of 
prenatal sex selection through sex-selective abortions. 
Such imbalances not only testify to significant discrimination 
against women but also herald the emergence of a surplus of 
adult males in future decades.

No data shows that Viet Nam has experienced with any form 
of postnatal sex selection. Mortality estimates have long 
confirmed that survival rates among girls and boys follow 
international patterns and demonstrate no apparent excess in 
female mortality, including rural areas where son preference 
is more pronounced (Le Pham, 2013; GSO, 2011b). The 
impact of prenatal sex selection found in rising SRBs 
since the last decade is evident in most parts of Viet Nam, 
although recording significant regional variation. The 2009 
census documented the extent and differentials of prenatal 
discrimination across Viet Nam (GSO, 2011a). Notably, the 
ensuing policy response to this phenomenon demonstrated 
the priority placed by the Vietnamese government on this 
issue as soon as it became evident. 预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_19978


