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PREFACE

The Vietnam Population and Housing Census 2009 was conducted at 00:00 on 1 April, 2009 under
Prime Ministerial Decision No. 94/2008/QD-TTg dated 10 July 2008. This was the fourth population
census and the third housing census conducted in Vietnam since 1975. The purpose of this census
was to collect basic information on population and housing of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for
national development planning for the period 2011-2020.

Besides The 2009 Vietnam Population and Housing Census: Major Findings report published in July
2010, in-depth analysis of someimportantissuesincluding birth, death, migration, urbanization, age-
sex structure of the population, and education was undertaken to provide important information
about the current status as well as appropriate policy recommendations related to these issues.
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The monograph “Migration and Urbanization in Vietnam: Patterns, Trends and Differentials
was developed using the data of the 15% sample survey which was included in the 2009 Census
in order to provide readers with the most up-do-date information about Vietnam'’s migration and
urbanization situation.

Analysis revealed an increasing trend in migration in both absolute and relative terms, and a strong
contribution of migration to urban areas, especially the larger urban areas. Migration contributed
positively to migrants as individuals as well as development of the place of destination, however,
it may have also contributed to increasing socio-economic disparities between the place of origin
and place of destination, between rural and urban areas, and among regions. In parallel with
industrialization and urbanization processes, population in urban areas is growing strongly. Urban
residents have more advantages compared to rural residents in the development process. However,
the situation of over-urbanization in Vietnam has led to a situation in which part of the urban
population is unable to access basic facilities, even in the most developed cities such as Hanoi or Ho
Chi Minh City. The monograph also provides recommendations for development policies that pay
more attention to current migration and urbanization patterns in Vietnam to make sure migration
and urbanization contribute in the best way possible to growth and socio-economic development
in Vietnam.

The Vietnam General Statistics Office would like to express its special thanks to the United Nations
Population Fund for their financial and technical support in the 2009 Vietnam National Population
and Housing Census, especially for data analysis and preparation of this monograph. We also would
like to express our sincere thanks to Dr. Nguyen Thanh Liem, Institute of Population, Health and
Development and Dr. Nguyen Huu Minh, Institute for Family and Gender Studies under the Vietnam
Academy of Social Sciences for their great efforts in analyzing data and developing this monograph.
Our gratitude also goes to other national and international experts, UNFPA staff, and GSO staff
for their hard work and valuable inputs during the development of this monograph, and to the
International Organization on Migration (IOM) and UNHABITAT for providing comments on drafts of
this monograph.

We are honoured to introduce a special publication with an in-depth look into migration and
urbanization, which is now a topic of interest among researchers, managers, and policy makers as
well as the whole society. We look forward to your feedback and comments on this monograph to
improve the quality of future GSO publications.

Vietham General Statistics Office

MIGRATION & URBANIZATION IN VIETNAM: PATTERNS, TRENDS AND DIFFERENTIALS






CONTENTS

PREFACE 3
CONTENTS 5
LIST OF TABLES 7
LIST OF FIGURES 9
LIST OF MAP 11
ABBREVIATIONS 12
ABSTRACT 13
CHAPTER 1: BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY 15
1. Background 15
2. Objectives of the study 16
3. Methodology 16
4, Structure of the monograph 18
CHAPTER 2: PATTERNS, TRENDS AND DIFFERENTIALS IN MIGRATION 19
1. Basic concepts and definitions 19
2. Patterns of migration over time 21
3. Migration flows between urban and rural areas 25
4. Age selectivity of migration 28
5. Regional variation in migration 30
6. Migrant labour and living standards 41
7. Migration and schooling 46
8. Migration and housing 49
CHAPTER 3: URBANIZATION AND URBAN GROWTH 57
1. Basic concepts 60
2. Urbanization in Vietnam 61
3. Urban population: distribution and change in size 63
4. Urban characteristics 67
5. Urbanization trends and prospects 88

MIGRATION & URBANIZATION IN VIETNAM: PATTERNS, TRENDS AND DIFFERENTIALS



CHAPTER 4: MIGRATION AND URBANIZATION
1. Migration and urban population
2. Migration by grade of urban areas

CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS
1. Key features of migration and policy implications
2. Urbanization in Vietnam and policy implications
3. Concluding remarks

REFERENCES

APPENDIX OF TABLES

m MIGRATION & URBANIZATION IN VIETNAM: PATTERNS, TRENDS AND DIFFERENTIALS

95
95
96
29
99
101
103
105
107



LIST OF TABLES

Table 2.1: Migrant and non-migrant population by type of migration, 1989-2009 21
Table 2.2: Annual population growth rate by type of migration, 1989-2009 23

Table 2.3: Population and structure of migrant population aged 5 or older at the place of
destination by type of migration flow and census year, 1999-2009 25

Table 2.4: Provinces with the smallest and largest number of net inter-provincial migrants, 2009 40

Table 2.5: Provinces with the smallest and largest inter-provincial

migrant proportion of the population, 2009 41
Table 3.1: Urban share of population by region, 2009 63
Table 3.2: Urban share of population by city size: Vietnam, 1979-2009 64
Table 3.3: Urban population in Ho Chi Minh City and Ha Noi: 1979-2009 66

Table 3.4: Dependency ratio in urban areas (by grade of urban area) and urban/rural residence, 2009 69
Table 3.5: Distribution of household size in urban areas (by grade of urban area) and rural areas, 2009 69
Table 3.6: Sex ratio in urban areas by age, urban areas (by grade of urban area) and rural areas, 2009 71

Table 3.7: Proportion never-married by age, sex, urban area
(by grade of urban area) and rural area, 2009 72

Table 3.8: Structure of educational attainment among people aged 5 and older in urban
areas (by grade of urban area) and rural areas, 2009 76

Table 3.9: Structure of technical qualifications of the population aged 15 and older in
urban areas (by grade of urban area) and rural areas, 2009 78

Table 3.10: Proportion of people aged 15 and older with income earning job in the 7 days
before the 2009 Census by sex, employment sector and grade of urban area 81

Table 3.11: Unemployment rates among the population in urban areas (by grade of urban area)

and rural areas, 2009 83
Table 3.12: Proportion of households with different housing characteristics in urban areas

(by grade of urban area) and rural areas, 2009 85
Table 3.13: Proportion of households with various household amenities, by grade of

urban area, 2009 86
Table 3.14: Urban share of population by province, 1989, 1999 and 2009 88

Table 4.1: Migrant population and migrant share of total population in each grade of
urban area, 2009 97

MIGRATION & URBANIZATION IN VIETNAM: PATTERNS, TRENDS AND DIFFERENTIALS



Table A-2.1: Migrant and corresponding non-migrant population size in the overall
population, 1989-2009

Table A-2.2: Migrant and corresponding non-migrant share of the population, 1989-2009

Table A-2.3: Sex structure of different types of migrant and corresponding non-migrant,
1989-2009

Table A-2.4: Migration flows between rural and urban areas, 1999-2009

Table A-2.5: Sex structure of population by type of migration and flow of migration
between urban and rural areas, 1999-2009

Table A-2.6: Mean and median age of migrant and non-migrant population by sex, 1989-2009

Table A-2.7: Migrant and corresponding non-migrant population size and share in the
overall population by sex and region, 2009

Table A-2.8: Net gains and losses from inter-provincial migration by urban/rural residence
and region, 2009

Table A-2.9: Inter-provincial migration by region, 2004-2009

Table A-2.10: Internal migrant share (%) of the population by province

Table A-2.11: Number of internal migrants by province

Table A-2.12: Inter-provincial migration by urban/rural current place of residence and province
Table A-2.13: Household living standards in 2009 by type of migration

Table A-2.14: Trained labour among people aged 15 to 55 by type of migration

Table A-2.15: School attendance of children aged 6 to 10 by type of migration and gender
Table A-2.16: School attendance of children aged 11 to 18 by type of migration and gender
Table A-2.17: Housing status by type of migration

Table A-2.18: Access to safe water for drinking and cooking by type of migration

Table A-2.19: Access to hygienic toilet facilities by type of migration, 1999-2009

TR EER, ok SR 4B T

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 20010

107
108

109
110

111
112

113

114
115
116
119
122
125
126
127
128
129
130
131




