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Preface
the 2009 Vietnam Population and Housing Census was conducted at 00:00 on april 1st, 2009 under 
Prime ministerial decision No. 94/2008/Qd-ttg dated July 10th, 2008. this was the fourth population 
census and the third housing census conducted in Vietnam since 1975. the purpose of this census 
was to collect basic information on population and housing of the socialist Republic of Vietnam for 
national development planning for the period 2011–2020. 

Besides the major findings of the national population and housing census, which were published in 
July 2010, in-depth analysis of some important issues including birth, death, migration, urbanization, 
age-sex structure of the population, and education was undertaken to provide important information 
about the current status as well as appropriate policy recommendations related to these issues. 

the monograph “education in Vietnam: an analysis of key indicators” was developed using data 
from the 15% sample survey which was included in the 2009 Population and Housing Census in 
order to provide readers with the most up-do-date information about the situation of education in 
Vietnam’s population.

analysis reveals that Vietnam made substantial progress towards achieving several millennium 
development goals, including efforts towards universal primary education as well as promotion of 
gender equality and woman’s empowerment in eduation at the national level. However, regional, 
urban-rural and ethnic differentials were still observed with regard to education indicators. the 
correlations between education indicators and fertility and socio-economic status indicators were 
also analyzed. Policy recommendations regarding education and training were drawn from the 
findings to help respond to demographic changes and to promote greater equality in education 
for disadvantaged groups including poor rural females, ethnic minority groups, and people living 
in remote areas.

the Vietnam general statistics office (gso) would like to express its special thanks to the united 
Nations Population Fund (uNFPa) for their financial and technical support in the 2009 Population 
and Housing Census, especially for data analysis and preparation of this monograph. We also would 
like to express our sincere thanks to dr. le Cu linh and dr. Vu Hoang lan from the Hanoi school 
of Public Health for their great efforts in analyzing the data and developing this monograph. our 
gratitude also goes to other national and international experts, uNFPa staff, gso staff for their hard 
work and valuable inputs during the development of this monograph.

We are honoured to introduce a special publication with an in-depth look into education, which is 
currently a topic of interest among education researchers, managers and policy makers as well as 
the whole society. We look forward to your feedback and comments on this monograph to improve 
the quality of future gso publications. 

General statistics office
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