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UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, expands the possibilities for women and 
young people to lead healthy and productive lives. 

It is the lead UN agency for delivering a world where: 
• Every pregnancy is wanted
• Every childbirth is safe
• Every young person’s potential is fulfilled 

UNFPA is on the ground improving lives in about 150 countries that are home to 80 per 
cent of  the world’s population. UNFPA helps countries use population data to assess 
and anticipate needs, and to monitor progress and gaps in delivering on our promises. 
UNFPA helps to ensure that the reproductive health and rights of  women and young 
people remain at the very centre of  development. UNFPA provides technical guidance, 
training and support to empower our partners and stakeholders in the field.

Guided by the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development 
Programme of  Action (ICPD PoA) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
UNFPA partners with governments, civil society, media, academia, other UN agencies 
and the private sector to advance its mission. 
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International Conference on Population and 
Development Programme of Action (ICPD PoA) and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The ICPD (Cairo, 1994) was a watershed event 
that forged an international consensus on 
population and development. It shed new light 
on the linkages between reproductive health and 
rights and other aspects of  development. 

At the conference, 179 governments, including 
China, endorsed a 20-year Programme of  Action 
(PoA), which focused on individuals' needs and 
rights, rather than on achieving demographic 
targets.  Concrete goals include providing 
universal education; reducing infant, child and 
maternal mortalities; and ensuring universal access 
by 2015 to reproductive health services, including 
family planning, assisted childbirth and prevention 
of  sexually transmitted infections and HIV. 

The global review of  ICPD in 2014 revealed the 
progress has been made and the significant work 

that remains to be done, with recommendations 
for the linkages with the new 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the 
UN in 2015. The ICPD’s focus on sexual and 
reproductive health and reproductive rights is 
central to sustainable development. Many SDGs 
overlap with UNFPA’s strategic objectives and 
the ICPD PoA. Achieving the global goals will 
depend in part on the extent to which the sexual 
and reproductive health and rights of  women 
and young people are protected and on whether 
young people are healthy, educated and can access 
services and opportunities. 

UNFPA is helping countries achieve the SDGs-
---in particular Goal 3 on health, Goal 4 on 
education and Goal 5 on gender equality—and 
contribute to achieving the other goals. 
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Timeline of UNFPA’s Past Presence in China
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Overview of the UNFPA-China 
Eighth Country Programme 

(2016-2020) 

UNFPA started working with the Chinese Government in 1979. The launching of  UNFPA’s 
first Country Programme in China marked the first time that the Chinese Government 
received assistance from any international agency in relation to population issues. UNFPA’s 
assistance in China has been closely linked to changes in global thinking towards population 
and development issues and the changing national context in China. 

The year 2016 is the beginning of  the Eighth Country Programme in China. The programme 
is aligned with current national priorities outlined in the 13th Five Year Plan for National 
Economic and Social Development for 2016-2020, and it will contribute to the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework for the same period. 

CP8 Programme 
areas

Key Primary 
modalities

                       Sexual and 

                    reproductive health

                  Adolescents 

              and youth

         Gender equality 

      and empowerment

  Population dynamics

Policy advice

     Technical Assistance

         Advocacy

             Knowledge and 

                 experience sharing

Key enablers 

Innovation

     Strategic communications

         Strong partnerships

             Knowledge and 

              Results-based Management
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Sexual and 
Reproductive Health

Everyone has the right to enjoy reproductive health as a basis for having healthy 
children, intimate relationships and happy families. Sexual and reproductive health 
encompasses key areas of  the UNFPA vision – that every pregnancy is wanted, 
every childbirth is safe, and every young person’s potential is fulfilled. 

The work in this area contributes to SDG 3: Ensure healthy lives 
and promote well-being for all at all ages

Specific targets under this goal call for achieving universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health care, reducing global maternal death rates, and ending the 
AIDS epidemic by 2030. Reproductive health problems are a leading cause of  ill 
health and death for women and girls of  childbearing age in developing countries.
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