Facts and Figures 2010

Violence against Women (VAW) can be generally defined as “violence directed against a woman because she is a woman or which
affects a woman disproportionately. It includes physical, mental or sexual harm or suffering, threats of such acts, coercion and other
deprivations of liberty.” ' The most common form of violence experienced by women globally is intimate partner violence?, also
commonly referred to as domestic violence or spousal abuse, which is the focus of this brochure.
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Limited comprehensive data exists globally on Violence against
Women due to the sensitivity of the issue, underreporting and limited
research. World data is drawn from the WHO multi-country Study
on Women's Health and Domestic Violence against Women. For
purposes of comparison, data of developing countries in the region,
namely Thailand and Bangladesh, is used from the WHO study. The
range of percentages for Thailand and Bangladesh represents the
findings from rural and urban sites in both countries.

In China, there is no official data on the prevalence and nature
of domestic violence; this brochure is therefore based on small
scale studies which show some consistent patterns and indicative
information. Due to the limitations of data, comparison between the
world and China is somewhat difficult.
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World:

Many countries have passed gender equality laws and/or laws
on prevention of domestic violence although the quality and
comprehensiveness of the laws greatly varies between the countries
and implementation is usually a concern. In Asia, for example, Japan
has enacted Basic Law for Gender Equal Society (1999) and the Law
on Prevention of Spouse Violence and Protection of Victims (passed
in 2001, amended in 2007). Thailand has passed Law on Protection of
Victims of Domestic Violence in 2007. The Bill on domestic violence in
Bangladesh was passed in 2006.

China:

In China, there is not yet a national Domestic Violence Law;
however, the Marriage Law and Law on the Protection of Rights
and Interests of Women explicitly prohibit domestic violence.
To date, also 27 provincial local laws and policies on domestic
violence have been issued ( Seemap 1 ) .

Legal Context
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Map 1: Existing provincial laws and regulations on Domestic Violence in China’
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An overview of key facts and figures
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World:

Data shows that physical and sexual violence against women is
common in every setting. In most countries, more than a quarter of
women have been physically or sexually assaulted at least once since
the age of 15 years; in some settings the figures are between 60 and
70 percent. Emotional violence was reported by between 20 and 75
percent of surveyed women. Globally, women in non-conflict settings
are at greatest risk of violence from their husband or intimate partner,
rather than from strangers or others known to them. In Thailand,
about 41 percent of women had suffered violence from a partner. In
Bangladesh the figure was between 53 and 62 percent.*

China:

There is no official data on prevalence in China. Due to different
methodologies used, the existing data is somewhat difficult to
compare.

According to one sample investigation, the prevalence of domestic
violence in Zhejiang, Gansu and Hunan provinces was 34.7 percent’.
Of that, emotional violence was most common, reported by 25.1
percent of women. Ten percent of women had suffered physical
violence, and sexual violence was reported by 4.1 percent.

Another investigation covering most provinces across the country,
found that 30 percent of the women surveyed had suffered
physical violence from a partner, and did not look at other forms
of domestic violence®.

Another survey conducted in rural areas found 29.7 percent
suffered physical violence. This investigation also found that in
rural areas emotional violence was reported by 58.1 percent of
women, and sexual violence by 16.7 percent, and the rate of
women encountering any form of domestic violence was 64.8
percent(see Chart 1)".
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Chart 1: Some findings from small scale studies of VAW in some rural areas of China’
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An overview of key facts and figures
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World:

Acts of violence mainly include physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and economic control. Between 20 and 75 percent of women
globally had experienced one or more emotionally abusive acts, most commonly insults, belittling, and intimidation in their lifetime. In Thailand
and Bangladesh, these figures were 36.8 - 39.1 percent and 30.9 - 44.4 percent respectively. Moderate physical violence, such as being slapped
by their partners, was suffered by between 9 and 52 percent of women globally. In Thailand, that figure was between 10 and 16 percent, and
between 21 and 22 percent in Bangladesh. Globally, between 13 and 26 percent of women reported severe violence by partner, like being hit
with a fist. In Thailand that figure was between 15.3 and 22.9 percent, and between 38.5 and 39.6 percent in Bangladesh. Furthermore, most
acts of physical violence by an intimate partner reflected a pattern of continuing abuse.
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Furthermore, in most settings, 10 to 50 percent of women suffered or had suffered from sexual abuse by their partner. In Thailand,
between 28.9 and 29.9 percent reported sexual abuse by their partner, while in Bangladesh that figure was 37.4 - 49.7 percent'. For
many women their first sexual experience was forced. In Bangladesh that was the case for 24 to 30 percent of the women - the highest
reported rate in the WHO Study in the world - and for 4 to 5 percent of Thai women, which was among the lowest. Information on
economic control or restriction of freedom is very limited. The prevalence of injury among women who had ever been physically abused
by their partner ranged from 19 to 55 percent. Although the majority of women injured reported only minor injuries (bruises, abrasions,
cuts, punctures, and bites), in some places more serious injuries (broken bones and injuries to the eyes or ears) were relatively common.
More than 20 percent of women who had been injured by violence reported that they had suffered injuries multiple times, and among
them between 23 and 80 percent had needed health care. "
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China:

Types of violence towards women which are commonly acknowledged in China include physical violence, emotional violence, and
sexual violence. As seen previously, different studies show different rates of prevalence for each form of violence. Descriptions of
emotional violence included restriction in freedom of movement, economic violence, insults and threats. Physical violence included all
physical violence from slapping to attacking with knives, and sexual violence included forcing ones partner to have sex'. See Table 1.
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One small scale study suggested that women who suffer intimate partner violence on average face 7.4 violent acts per year'® in certain

parts of China. Furthermore, data shows that of women who suffered physical violence, 26.4 percent suffered injuries such as sprains,
bruises, swelling, organ injuries, fractures and genital injuries ™.
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Table 1: Examples of types of violence in China
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Violence types Physical violence Emotional violence Sexual violence
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Pushing, grasping, twisting arms, pulling | Cursing and insulting, repeated threatening | Forcing partner to

hair, slapping, kicking, strangling, | to beat, restricting freedom of movement, | have sex.

beating with a stick or belt, intentional | providing no basic living allowance, taking no | 3238 {87 {714

Description of acts | burning or fighting using a knife. notice of and /or refusing to talk to partner, | 74,
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Costs and consequences of VAW
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In addition to direct injuries, violence against women has serious consequences to the woman's health and well-being, can affect their
ability to participate in society, and has implications for the family's well-being. It is estimated that domestic violence and rape account
for five percent of the total disease burden for women aged 15 to 44 in developing countries, and 19 percent for those in developed

countries”.
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General health effects include increased risk behaviors, increased mental and physical health problems, illnesses related to sexual and
reproductive health, including unwanted pregnancies, STls and HIV infection, injuries and loss of life'.

XY RE AR

FMBEALSRETAES, BHRNSERREAIEN, FREMERNEARRABXNENZIIMEZE, HEE

FRBURIRFERR, TURCAXTERYG, BEEREEH

World:

Data on violence-related health issues shows there are many
possible consequences. Women are more likely to report poor
general health if they have experienced physical or sexual
violence by a partner. In Thailand 20 - 27 percent of women who
experienced violence reported poor general health, compared
to 13 - 18 percent of those who did not. In Bangladesh those
figures were 19 - 21 percent and 13 - 16 percent respectively. In
reproductive health, abused women who had ever been pregnant
were more likely to have had abortions. In Bangladesh women
were twice as likely to have had an abortion, while in Thailand
they were three times as likely. In terms of mental health, women
experiencing abuse reported more mental distress. In Thailand
6.9 - 7.9 percent of women who experienced violence reported
mental distress, compared to 4.4 - 5.5 percent of those who did
not. In Bangladesh those figures were 7.4 - 7.9 percent and 5.2 -
5.4 percent respectively. Abused women were more likely to have
suicidal thoughts, in Bangladesh three times more likely than the
never-abused and in Thailand twice as likely.”

China:

Most studies show an increase in reported unhappiness, lower
overall health, mental distress, disrupted sexual functions, low
satisfaction with sexual life and urinary and reproductive system
problems for abused women in China'®. According to one small
scale study, 28.5 percent% of abused women reported that they
were unhappy with life, compared to 11.3 percent of women who
had never suffered physical violence. Mental distress was reported
by 55.8 percent of abused women, compared to 41.3 percent of
those not abused, and poor health by 36.2 percent compared
to 31.6 percent. These differences increased with the severity
of the violence, and there was approximately a 15 - 20 percent
difference in reporting health effects between women who had
suffered severe violence and those who had not suffered violence.

Abused women reported physical problems such as frequent
or occasional pain (78.5%), cold sweats, and anxiety or sleep
deprivation (50.4%). Emotionally, most women who have
encountered violence say they are afraid of the perpetrator
(91.6%), often have depressed moods or are agitated (70.7%),
often feel nervous, angry, anxious, or constrained (60.7%), often
or occasionally have thoughts of suicide (35.9%) and frequently or
occasionally attempt suicide (32.5%).”° (See Chart 2)
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Costs and consequences of VAW
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Chart 2: Some reported health problems of women suffering from domestic violence in China®
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Costs and consequences of VAW
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World:

The social and economic costs of violence against women are
enormous and have ripple effects throughout society. There are
several types of costs, both in the short and long term. Firstly,
there are the direct costs of services in relation to violence against
women, like the added burden on the justice and health systems.
Secondly, there are the indirect costs of lost employment and
productivity and thirdly, the value placed on human pain and
suffering. In addition, VAW often also has negative consequences
for children who witness violence, such as their mental and
physical well being, their capacity to reach their full potential,
need for counseling and the possibility of them entering a cycle of
violence, either as future victims or perpetrators.”’

Estimates from studies assessing the economic costs of VAW vary
considerably as a result of differences in methodology. Some
estimates of annual costs are $34 billion USD or $654 per capita
(UK), nearly $1 billion USD or $672 per capita (Canada), and $125
million USD or $25 per capita (Finland)™.
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Costs and consequences of VAW

China:

China currently lacks statistics on social and economic costs of VAW,
but some small scale investigations indicate similar costs to global
findings. Because of violence, women may isolate themselves, have
lower capacity to work, reduced salaries, reduced participation in
everyday activities, and have no ability to take care of themselves
or their children. Women who suffer from violence are annually
on average bed-ridden and unable to work for 12.7 days, visit the
hospital 2.3 times and spend $ 400 USD on medical treatment more
than women who do not suffer from violence. >

World:

One of the greatest challenges to addressing VAW is that rather
than use formal services, women usually seek help from informal
networks such as family, friends and neighbors, or never tell
anyone of the violence. Globally, between 20 and 80 percent of
women had never told anyone of the abuse.

In Thailand, 37 - 46 percent of victims never told anyone about
the violence they had experienced. When they had told someone,
it was usually their parents or the partner's family. Only 10 - 20
percent of physically abused women had turned to formal services
for help. In Bangladesh, 66 percent of women who were physically
abused by their husband never told anyone about the violence.
About 18 percent told their parents, 10 - 12 percent told their
neighbors, and 5 - 7 percent of physically abused women sought
help from local leaders™.

China:

Data from small scale studies shows that about 15.9% of abused
women in China have opted for not seeking help from anyone
whereas 84.1% of the victims have sought help from informal or
formal networks, most commonly from their partner's friends and
family (18,5%) or their own (18,2%)(See Chart 3).°
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Help seeking behavior
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Help seeking behavior
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Chart 3: Examples of victims' help seeking behavior in some areas in China®
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Examples of Victims' help seeking behavior in some areas in China
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Responding to and combating VAW
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Even though a multi-sectoral response is needed to prevent and address VAW, the health sector can often serve as a vital entry point. In
many cases, the health sector may also be the only sector that can identify, screen and refer someone suffering from violence.
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Responding to and combating VAW
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