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1 30 YEARS OF COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINA AND UNFPA

Established in 1969, UNFPA is the world's largest
internationally funded supporter of population co-
operation. UNFPA's goal is to help developing coun-
tries formulate population policies and sustainable
development strategies, offer reproductive health
and family planning services to women, men, young
people and people in emergency conditions, protect
women'’s interests and rights and promote gender
equality. UNFPA has set up 115 country offices glob-
ally and implemented co-operative projects in 158
countries and regions since its establishment, provid-
ing nearly US$8 billion in technical assistance to these
countries and regions.

The Chinese Government and UNFPA signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding in Beijing in 1978. A
cooperative agreement, which confirmed the basic
principles of this cooperation, was signed two years
later. Over the past 30 years, China and UNFPA have
conducted a total of six cycles of cooperation, with
more than 120 projects being implemented and
China receiving US$216 million in aid. This coopera-
tion includes demographic studies, the analysis and
study of population census data, family planning and
health care for women and children, population edu-
cation, assistance to women in poverty-stricken ar-
eas, research and development into contraceptives,
the study of ageing, AIDS prevention, treatment,
publicity and education, and work in the reproduc-
tive health field etc. Therefore, this cooperation has
boosted China’s population development process and
obtained great social benefits.

Cooperation between China and UNFPA has pro-
vided China with opportunities to conduct interna-
tional exchanges on population issues. With increas-
ing exchanges, China has demonstrated the diversity
of cooperation in the population and development
fields. Over these 30 years of cooperation, we have
witnessed a change in content from personnel train-
ing and equipment procurement to the moderniza-
tion of concepts and management and the improve-
ment of service delivery. At the same time, a batch of

research projects and pilot experiences are constantly
being summarized and popularized, offering both a
solid theoretical basis and rich practical experience
for the formulation of state-level policies. With the
support of this cooperation programme, China has
developed a strong demographic expert team and
management network. All these experts and manag-
ers have good international communication abilities,
a profound theoretical understanding and practical
experience. They have great technical strength and
are key decision-makers.

The holding of the International Conference on Pop-
ulation and Development (ICPD) in 1994 marked the
beginning of a new era in international population
and development work. Guided by the spirit of ICPD,
China has earnestly performed their commitments
to the ICPD Program of Action, and launched many
effective and efficient measures, such as the policy
of Comprehensively Addressing Population Issues, to
promote the comprehensive, harmonious and sus-
tainable social and economic development. UNFPA-
China’s cooperation is timely, precisely reflecting our
changing requirements, greatly boosting China’s re-
alization of the ICPD Programme of Action and the
United Nations Millennium Development Goals, con-
tributing to the building of a Xiaokang-“well-off" so-
ciety in an all-round way and promoting coordinated
and sustainable development between humanity and
the environment.

At the time of the 30" anniversary of the cooperation
between China and UNFPA, we sincerely hope this
book can remind us of this proud and active coopera-
tion. We wish to express our thanks to UNPFA and
all those who have contributed to China’s population
issues, reproductive health and family planning, thus
designing our future, enhancing our cooperation,
and supporting us to create a brilliant future!

Department of International Trade and Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Commerce of China
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3 30 YEARS OF COOPERATION BETWEEN CHINA AND UNFPA

The year 2009 marks the 30t year of UNFPA's coop-
eration with the Chinese Government. It is the time
for us to review achievements and lessons learnt over
the past 30 years. Looking back into the history will
also lead us to be more strategic in addressing im-
portant challenges in population and development
together with our partners at different levels.

| wish to take this opportunity to express my heart-
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The year 2009 also marked the 15* anniversary of
the International Conference on Population and De-
velopment (ICPD). The 20-year Programme of Action
adopted in Cairo focused on individuals' needs and
rights, rather than on achieving demographic tar-
gets. A series of global and regional events has taken
place to commemorate ICPD, to review achievements
and to reaffirm commitments. UNFPA will continue
to assist China to respond to challenges in realizing
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