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WHERE WE WORK

 Humanitarian or fragile context country

The designations employed and the presentation of the material on the map do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of UNFPA concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.



UNFPA Supplies also provides strategic support to other countries in response to 
humanitarian crises, to support Family Planning 2020 commitments, and to implement  
the UNFPA Family Planning Strategy, including Pacific Island Countries and Territories.

Asia & the Pacific
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Myanmar
Nepal
Papua New Guinea
Timor-Leste

Arab States
Djibouti
Sudan
Yemen

Latin America & the Caribbean
Bolivia
Haiti
Honduras

East & Southern Africa
Burundi
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Kenya
Lesotho
Madagascar
Malawi
Mozambique
Rwanda
South Sudan
Uganda
United Republic of Tanzania
Zambia
Zimbabwe

West & Central Africa
Benin
Burkina Faso
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Chad
Congo
Côte d’Ivoire
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Liberia
Mali
Mauritania
Niger
Nigeria
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Togo
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20202020 OVERVIEW

GLOBAL IMPACT OF CONTRACEPTIVES  
DELIVERED BY UNFPA SUPPLIES IN 2020

Number of unintended  
pregnancies prevented

9.4 million

Number of unsafe  
abortions averted

2.68 million

Number of maternal and  
child deaths prevented

192,000

Maximizing an established 
system during crisis
Disruptions threatening family planning 
supplies and services endangered health and 
revealed weaknesses in supply chains around 
the world in 2020, with the most acute 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic occurring 
in April and May and in some countries felt 
acutely to this day. With a combination of 
good fortune, sound multi-year funding and 
a robust system based on years of planning, 
UNFPA Supplies delivered on nearly all 2020 
requests for reproductive health commodities 

in the first quarter, before COVID-19 was 
declared a pandemic. By the end of Q1 in 
March, the vast majority of contraceptives 
and life-saving maternal health medicines 
had reached countries as planned. Building 
on comprehensive systems of quarterly 
monitoring, quantification and forecasting 
already in operation, UNFPA Supplies 
intensified country contact and partnership 
throughout the year, enabling re-distribution 
and adjustments as needed to avert shortages 
and enable women and girls to access family 
planning and maternal health services.

A YEAR SHAPED  
BY COVID-19 AND  
OUR QUEST TO  
DELIVER FOR THE  
NEXT DECADE 

Estimates calculated using MSI Impact 2.5
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Launching our own decade 
of action to 2030
Even as the second phase of UNFPA 
Supplies concluded in 2020 under the 
cloud of a pandemic, we looked to the 
future and launched a new phase of 
the programme that builds on years of 
experience and innovation to create a more 
strategic approach to meet the needs of 
even the hardest-to-reach women and girls 
for modern contraceptives and life-saving 
maternal health medicines. Phase III (2021 
to 2030) prioritizes mutual accountability 
for results, shared goals, sustainable 
systems, visibility around the availability 
of reproductive health supplies to the last 
mile, gender equality and human rights. 
The United Nations Decade of Action calls 
for accelerating sustainable solutions to 
all the world’s biggest challenges: family 

planning is key to achieving the  
Sustainable Development Goals. 

Improving the lives of millions of 
women and girls 
As the only UN programme dedicated 
to reproductive health commodity 
security, UNFPA Supplies supports 46 
programme countries to strengthen 
their health systems to provide sexual 
and reproductive health services 
including contraceptive options for all 
populations of reproductive age. We 
work in countries with high rates of 
maternal mortality and unmet need for 
family planning, to reach people with 
reproductive health supplies that save 
and improve lives. We are a multilateral, 
multi-donor, UNFPA-managed 
thematic trust fund.

2020 FINANCE

Total spending on reproductive 
health commodities reached a 
record high thanks to additional 

donor support directed to supplies

$150 million
including freight and auxiliary 
reproductive health products

Estimated savings from reduced 
health-care costs on pregnancy 

and delivery care from commodities 
procured by UNFPA Supplies

$536 million

Planned spending plus extra 
COVID-19 funds led to a 

high utilization rate of the 
programme budget

99%
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01 CHAPTER ONE
Meeting the challenges of the pandemic 
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