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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
AIDS acquired immunodeficiency syndrome

CAD Canadian dollars

CPIMS child protection information management system

DHS Demographic and Health Surveys

EUR Euro

GBP Great British pounds

GBV gender-based violence

GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit

GPSU Global Programme Support Unit

HIV human immunodeficiency virus

MHM menstrual hygiene management

MICS Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys

M&E monitoring and evaluation

NAP national action plan

NGO non-governmental organization

NOK Norwegian krone

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

SRH sexual and reproductive health

SRHR sexual and reproductive health and rights

STEM science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

UN Women United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

USD United States dollars

WASH water, sanitation and hygiene

WHO World Health Organization

INTRODUCING AUGMENTED REALITY
Reading long pages of a report can get a bit 
monotonous. This is why the UNFPA-UNICEF 
Global Programme to Accelerate Action 
to End Child Marriage have introduced the 
innovation of augmented reality in our 2018 

annual report. Augmented reality is a technology that combines 
virtual reality with the real world in the form of live video 
imagery that is digitally enhanced with computer-generated 
graphics. This technology adds digital elements and additional 
content to a live view, by simply scanning or viewing an image 
through the camera of a smartphone. Augmented reality 
enables us to give you more information about the Global 
Programme and our activities in 2018, to engage your senses 
with motion and to deliver the data and statistics to you with a 
story. In this way we hope to make it more exciting to read our 
annual report, as it becomes an interactive experience where 
the objects that reside in the real world are “augmented”.

This is how to do it:

1 	Download the “HP Reveal” app  
from App Store or Google Play. 
The first time you open the app you will be asked to 
enable location and create an account. 

2 	Follow our channel. 
Use the search field in the app to find the 
GPChildMarriage channel and choose ‘follow’.

3 	Launch the camera in the app. 
Tap the blue button at the bottom of the app to open the 
camera. When asked, allow HP Reveal to access your 
camera so you can scan images.

4 	Scan the trigger image. 
Hold your phone over the picture marked with the 
augmented reality logo. The augmented reality content will 
appear on your screen in the app above the trigger image.
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PROGRAMME 
FUNDS USED 

UNICEF: USD 48,183,432.51 as at Dec 31, 2018 
UNFPA: USD 25,153,990 as at Dec 31, 2018

UNSPENT BALANCE UNICEF: USD 14,476,934.82 as at Dec 31, 2018 
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REPORT TYPE Progress—Headquarters
Regional Offices of Eastern and Southern Africa, Middle East and North Africa, South Asia and West and Central Africa 
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REPORTING PERIOD January 2018 – December 2018 

RELEVANT 
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
GOAL (SDG) 
TARGETS AND 
UNFPA AND UNICEF 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
PRIORITIES 

SDG 5.3: Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation 

UNICEF STRATEGIC PLAN:
Outcome P6: Increased national capacity to provide access to child protection systems that prevent and respond to violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect
Output P6.b.4 Countries (of those with child marriage prevalence of 25 per cent or higher) with national strategies or plans on child marriage with a budget

UNFPA STRATEGIC PLAN:
Outcome 2: Increased priority on adolescents, especially on very young adolescent girls, in national development policies and programmes, particularly 
increased availability of comprehensive sexuality education and sexual and reproductive health 
Output 8: Increased capacity of partners to design and implement comprehensive programmes to reach marginalized adolescent girls including those at risk 
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FOCUS 
POPULATION 

Adolescent girl(s) (aged 10–19) reached by direct interventions (primarily life skills programmes) 
Household or community members/leaders (e.g. through regular and repeated participation in community dialogues)
Adolescent girls reached through quality services (health, education, social protection, child protection, etc.) as a direct result of investments in system 
strengthening

PROGRAMME 
PARTNERS

In the 12 focus countries, the Global Programme works with governments at both national and subnational levels, regional bodies engaged in relevant 
initiatives, academic institutions, international and national non-governmental organizations, community-based organizations, religious communities, faith-
based organizations, the private sector and the media. 

UNICEF CONTACTS Cornelius Williams, Associate Director, Child Protection, Programme Division, cowilliams@unicef.org, tel. 1-212-824-6670 
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mailto:chalasani@unfpa.org


2018 ANNUAL REPORT: UNFPA-UNICEF GLOBAL PROGRAMME TO ACCELERATE ACTION TO END CHILD MARRIAGE6

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Trends in child marriage
Over the past decade, the prevalence of child marriage has 
continued to decline. Globally in that period, the proportion 
of women who were married as children decreased by 
15 per cent, from 1 in 4 to about 1 in 5 women. It is now 
estimated that a total of 650 million women alive today were 
married as children. However, the current rate of decline 
in child marriage is not sufficient to meet the Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) target of ending child marriage by 
2030; at this rate it would take 50 years to eliminate child 
marriage worldwide. The reduction in child marriage has been 
uneven. While South Asia has led the way on reducing child 
marriage, the global burden is shifting to sub-Saharan Africa, 
where rates of progress need to be scaled up dramatically to 
offset population growth. 

Global Programme approach
To achieve lasting change at significant scale, the Global 
Programme continued through 2018 to build government 
ownership and commitment towards ending child marriage 
within its 12 focus countries. An emphasis on promoting 
multisectoral approaches resulted in 3 out of those 12 
countries increasing the number of geographic areas where 
UNFPA and UNICEF are working together; all 12 diversified 
their efforts to leverage the capacities and resources of other 

sectors, institutions, platforms and systems. The Global 
Programme currently works with 364 implementing partners 
(up from 236 in 2017).

Outcomes and headline results
Overall, the Global Programme is on track and most  
output targets were achieved or exceeded, sometimes 
significantly. The output results show that the programme is 
beginning to reach larger populations of adolescent girls and 
community members.

EMPOWERMENT OF ADOLESCENT GIRLS: Countries have 
reached twice as many adolescent girls than the target figure 
with life skills and empowerment interventions and school-
based education. Countries are improving their monitoring 
systems to better track changes in the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes of adolescent girls that have the potential to translate 
into greater agency and more freedom to make their own 
decisions. Emerging evidence suggests that these interventions 
are resulting in significant achievements for the adolescent girls 
who are benefiting from empowerment interventions. 

COMMUNITY DIALOGUE AND MOBILIZATION FOR SOCIAL 

AND BEHAVIOUR CHANGE: Countries have continued to 
diversify, improve and expand on existing efforts to raise 

Output indicators for 2018

OUTPUT INDICATORS TARGET RESULTS PERCENT 
ACHIEVED

1.1 Life skills: Adolescent girls are actively participating in a targeted programme 1,398,559 2,972,494 212%

1.2 Education: Adolescent girls are supported to enroll and remain in formal and non-formal education  61,590  121,658 198%

2.1 Community dialogue: Households are increasingly aware of the benefits of investing in adolescent 
girls and ending child marriage

4,641,463 13,911,913 300%

3.1 Health and protection systems supported to implement guidelines, protocols and standards for 
adolescent girl-friendly health and protection services

 4,957  6,121 122%

3.2 Education system: Non-formal/primary/secondary schools supported to improve quality of 
education for adolescent girls

 4,379  6,270 143%

4.1 National Plan of Action: The country has a costed national action plan or development plan on 
ending child marriage across more than one ministry

 11  11 100%

5.1 Evidence on scale models: Country-specific, high-quality data and evidence are generated and 
shared on what works at scale to accelerate ending child marriage

 12  12 100%
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COMMUNITY-LEVEL 
INTERVENTIONS INCLUDE 
CREATIVE APPROACHES 

TO ENGAGE ALL COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS AND GATEKEEPERS, 

INCLUDING WOMEN, MEN, 
BOYS AND COMMUNITY 

LEADERS.
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