A Guide in Support of National
Human Rights Institutions

Country Assessments and National
Inquiries on Human Rights in the
Context of Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Well-being



UNFPA 2019. A Guide in Support of National Human
Rights Institutions:

Country Assessments and National Inquiries on Human
Rights in the Context of Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Wellbeing

New York. March 2019



A GUIDE IN SUPPORT OF
NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
INSTITUTIONS

Country Assessments and National
Inquiries on Human Rights in the
Context of Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Well-being

(N N
(N N
&
o0& e
\ S



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS bbb bbbt 5
PREFACE bbbt 7

INTRODUCGTION ettt et a e s s s st a et s st es st en st s st e sses st ns st een st
Objectives of the guidance note

Background on the nature and scope of sexual and reproductive health and rights................cccccoooiviiiiiiicic, 13
United Nations HUMan RIGtS TrEETIES ....cieiieciecece ettt bbbt bbbttt
Applying Human Rights Standards and Principles in Development

Principles of non-discrimination @and @QUAIILY ......cccceiieiiieeicece ettt
PrinCiple Of PArtiCIPAtiON . a bbb
PrinCiple Of @CCOUNTADITITY ©..cviiiiiciiccc ettt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt
Duty of the State to Respect, Protect and Fulfill HUMan Rights ...

CHAPTER2 @ ©®
Conducting country assessments and national INQUIKIES ... 21
A DEFINIION Of TEIMIS ..ottt bbb b bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbttt 21
B Methodology: Five Steps for Conducting @ National INQUITY ... s 22
STEP 1 Address preliminary considerations and make an announNCeMENt ... 22
STEP 2 Establish an INQUINY Pan@l........cciiiiiiccce ettt bbb
STEP 3 Design monitoring and analytical frameworks
STEP 4 Gather INfOrmMation.....cccecccscsse sttt
STEP 5 Ensure effective reporting by the NHRI ...ttt enanaae
C Design and Implement AdVOCACY STratEGIES ...ttt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb
1 Advocating with the government and ParliameENnt ...t et
2 Engaging the COMmMUNITY IN @AVOCACY ..ottt tns
3 Reporting on implementation domestically and internationally ... e 31

Assessing a human rights problem and corresponding state obligations....................c.cccoooeiiniiiccic, 35
Assessing a country Situation in fOUr SIMPIE SEEPS ... e et 35
Identify and define a key human rights problem and who is most affected. ..o, 36

Identify causes of the problem

Identify the duty-bearers and their human rights obligations and responsibilities

Assess the level of compliance with human rights 0bligations........ccceeccicceeeee e

Human rights obligations in the context of sexual and reproductive health and well-being and
key parameters for assessing State COMPIIANCE ...ttt en e

Access to contraceptive iNformation @Nd SEIVICES ... bbb
Access to safe abortion where legal and post-abortion care........
Maternal health care to ensure safe pregnancy and childbirth
Prevention and treatment of HIV @nd AIDS ...ttt
Comprehensive SeXUality EAUCATION ...ttt
Violence against WOMEN N GIFIS ...ttt s st s st s st s st en st en st en st ensssenss s s s sensntans

Autonomous decision making and bodily integrity, including illustrative examples of marginalized
F=Ta Lo I3 el (8T (Yo Ie (o TUT o =3O 57




Five examples of NHRIs that have carried out country assessments and/or national inquiries on SRHR..................... 65
“Let our voices be heard"” the National Inquiry on Reproductive Health Rights in the Philippines ........ccccoeveeeviveveerrnnnnne. 66

Case study MALAWI

A public inquiry on the status of sexual and reproductive health and rights: providing a platform
for the voices of women and girls to be heard iN MalaWi.........ccccciecciccec e VAl

El Salvador: placing teenage pregnancy on the national agenda as a human rights iSSUE .....ccceeevecieeiecnee e 74

Strengthening accountability for sexual and reproductive health and rights by working with the national
human rights INSHEULE TN AZEIDAIJAN ...ttt sttt sttt et n st se s s st enessensnsansntans 76

Guatemala: engaging with the national Ombudsperson’s Office to strengthen data and accountability

for sexual and reproductive health @and riGhES.......o ettt nnes 79
Selected sOUrces of INFOFMALION...............cc.cooiiiiii bbb bbbt ans 83
Country-specific SOUIrCEs Of INFOIMAtION ...ttt 83
World Health Organization resources on sexual and reproductive health ... e 84
United Nations resources on sexual and reproductive health

End notes

A GUIDE IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

3



Box 1: Amman Declaration and Programme Of ACHION. ... e ene s

Box 2: Available, accessible, acceptable and of good quality
Box 3: Kenya National Commission on Human Rights

Box 4: States have an obligation to gather data ...

TABLES

Table 1: Human rights and obligations underpinning sexual and reproductive health........ccccoocviieciecieceieceee e 15
AIDS Acquired immune deficiency syndrome

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against VWomen

CERD Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

CESCR Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
HIV Human immunodeficiency virus

HRBA Human rights-based approach

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ICDP International Conference on Population and Development

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

LGBTI lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual and intersex people

MDGs Millennium Development Goals MMR maternal mortality rate

NGO Non-governmental organization

NHRI National Human Rights Institution OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
SRH Sexual and reproductive health

SRHR  Sexual and reproductive health and rights STls sexually transmitted infections

UN United Nations

UNAIDS The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

UNDP
UNICEF
WHO

United Nations Development Programme UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
United Nations Children's Fund UPR Universal Periodic Review
World Health Organization
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