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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Trends in child marriage

Over the past decade, child marriage has continued to decline.
Globally, the proportion of young women who were married as
children decreased by 15 per cent, from 1in 4 to about 1in 5.

It is now estimated that a total of 650 million girls and women
alive today were married as children. However, the current rate of
decline in child marriage is not sufficient to meet the SDG target
of ending child marriage by 2030; to meet this target, progress
would need to be 12 times faster than the rate observed over the
past decade. The reduction in child marriage has been uneven.
While South Asia has led the way on reducing child marriage,

the global burden is shifting to sub-Saharan Africa, where rates
of progress need to be accelerated dramatically to reduce the
prevalence and offset population growth.

Global programme approach

To achieve lasting change at significant scale, the Global
Programme continued to build government ownership and
commitment towards ending child marriage. The Global
Programme promoted multisectoral approaches, with five out of
12 countries increasing the number of geographic areas where
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) are working together. All countries
diversified their efforts to leverage capacities and resources of
other sectors, institutions, platforms and systems. The Global
Programme currently works with 276 implementing partners
and 92 other partners.

Headline results
Overall, the programme is on track and most output targets
were achieved or exceeded.
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EMPOWERMENT OF ADOLESCENT GIRLS: Country offices
(COs) have improved the designing and planning of life skills
interventions. The Indicator Index and Programme Guidance are
contributing to a better formulation of life skills interventions.
Countries are increasingly leveraging opportunities for life skills
interventions in the school system. Countries are tracking
knowledge, skills and attitudes toward agency and decision-
making outcomes.

COMMUNITY DIALOGUE AND MOBILIZATION FOR SOCIAL AND
BEHAVIOUR CHANGE: COs have been making better distinctions
between mass media, campaign activities and community
dialogue. Media activities continue to be a key strategy for
behaviour change communication, with improvements in tracking
coverage and monitoring audience response. At least seven
countries are gathering data on gender-equitable attitudes and

on attitudes of families to child marriage such as gender roles,
gender-based violence (GBV), empowerment and mobility.

SYSTEMS STRENGTHENING: COs have improved their efforts to
formulate systems strengthening activities in health, education
and child protection sectors through direct support or through
complementary linkages with programmes supported by other
funds. Tracking of complementary programmes and resources
has improved since 2016.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP AND INVESTMENTS: Nine
governments have developed child marriage national action
plans (NAPs), while five countries have costed and budgeted
NAPs. The Global Programme Support Unit (GPSU) is
providing guidance and support on assessing the impact




