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Where we work 
Asia Pacific 
Lao People's Democratic 
Republic 

Myanmar 
Nepal 
Papua New Guinea 
Timor-Leste 
 
Middle East 
Djibouti 
Sudan 
Yemen 
 
Latin America & 
Caribbean 
Bolivia 
Haiti 
Honduras 
 

 
 
East & Southern Africa 
Burundi 
Democratic Republic of 

the Congo 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mozambique 
Rwanda 
South Sudan 
Uganda 
United Republic of 
Tanzania 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
 

 
 
West & Central Africa 
Benin 
Burkina Faso 
Cameroon 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Congo 
Côte d'Ivoire 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Liberia 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Togo 

Map disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material on the map do not imply the  
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the  part of UNFPA concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.  

Cover photo: Phoo Ngun, her husband Zaw Moe and their two daughters in the flood-devastated Ayayawady 
Region, Myanmar. Reproductive health kits provided through UNFPA Supplies helped flood-affected women have 
continued access to family planning and maternal health supplies for safe pregnancies and births.  
© UNFPA Myanmar/Yenny Gamming. 
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Dedicated to Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, 1949–2017 
 

 
Dr Osotimehin and a health worker discuss the range of family planning methods on 
offer at a health clinic in Rwamegana, Rwanda, thanks to support from UNFPA Supplies. 
Photo: UNFPA Rwanda. 
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Foreword  
When women can plan their families, they can 
plan their futures. They have greater 
opportunities for education, for employment, 
and brighter prospects for themselves, their 
families and their communities. Family planning 
fights poverty and accelerates women’s 
empowerment and gender equality. 

Family planning is a critical investment for delivering on 
the Programme of Action of the International Conference 
on Population and Development and for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Agenda, directly contributing to achieving universal 
access to sexual and reproductive health services by 2030.  

Established in 2007, UNFPA Supplies is the key vehicle for delivering on the 
UNFPA Family Planning Strategy 2012–2020, and the programme’s efforts 
underpin nearly every aspect of UNFPA’s mission to ensure that every pregnancy 
is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person's potential is fulfilled. 
By supporting countries to strengthen their health systems, UNFPA Supplies is 
helping reach millions of women and girls with supplies and services that protect 
their sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights.   

UNFPA Supplies is pivotal to achieving the Family Planning 2020 goal of 
reaching an additional 120 million women and girls with access to voluntary 
family planning by 2020. About a third of women using modern contraceptives 
in the 69 FP2020 countries get commodities through UNFPA Supplies. Without 
these products, there can be no progress.  

The programme also supports UNFPA’s work to integrate sexual and 
reproductive health services into emergency response. In 2016, UNFPA Supplies 
provided reproductive health kits to 24 countries experiencing humanitarian 
crises — enough to reach 1.3 million women and adolescent girls. 

Among the goals championed by Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, the late Executive 
Director of UNFPA, is to achieve zero unmet demand for family planning by 
2030. This aim is now embedded in UNFPA’s Strategic Plan 2018–2021.  



 

vi | UNFPA SUPPLIES Annual Report 2016 

As we move forward to achieve his vision, let us work harder, strengthen 
collaboration, spend limited financial resources wisely, and continue to focus on 
human rights and equity across all interventions. There is great promise in using 
innovation to ensure that family planning is delivered to the last mile so that a 
choice of quality, affordable contraceptives reaches women, men and adolescent 
girls — no matter where they live. 

With these efforts in mind, and as part UNFPA’s commitment to partnership with 
countries, Dr. Osotimehin championed a change management process for 
UNFPA Supplies in 2016. The result is a new country support model that will help 
countries develop family planning programmes that are the cornerstones of 
sustainable development and lay the groundwork for the demographic dividend.  

This 2016 UNFPA Supplies Annual Report shows that considerable progress is 
being made. It also highlights areas where challenges remain, and where efforts 
must be strengthened. This report is therefore dedicated to Dr. Osotimehin, who 
believed that “until every girl, every woman, everybody wherever they may be, 
can access reproductive health services, especially family planning, the work is 
not done.”  

 

Dr. Natalia Kanem 
Executive Director, UNFPA  
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Message from the Chief,  
Commodity Security Branch  
It is with sadness but also with pride that we dedicate 
this annual report to Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, the 
Executive Director who helped UNFPA to clearly define 
and articulate our leadership for family planning.   

About one point in particular Dr. Osotimehin was unequivocal: 
family planning is a human right. He was unequivocal and 
unapologetic. In our work – where comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health and rights covers so many critical areas – 
his bold belief stood out from the start.  

His dedication to family planning was put into action through the UNFPA Strategy for 
Family Planning Choices not Chance. Through his guidance, we linked the strategy to 
the goals of FP2020 (which he proudly co-chaired), and shaped and sharpened UNFPA 
Supplies to become the main mechanism for delivering UNFPA support for family 
planning. We would focus our efforts not everywhere but where the needs were greatest.  

Now as Chief of the Commodity Security Branch, I appreciate more than ever how he 
expanded the ownership of the UNFPA thematic fund, the Global Programme to Enhance 
Reproductive Commodity Security, beyond one branch to the whole of UNFPA, and even 
encouraged us to take a new, shorter and more targeted name: UNFPA Supplies.  

Dr. Osotimehin always inspired us to push harder to reach those left furthest behind. 
With his encouragement, UNFPA Supplies expanded its scope in 2013 to reaching 46 
focus countries. And in 2016, he championed the change management strategy for the 
Programme ensuring it can better deliver on its objectives. 

It is his strong advocacy, his collaboration and his passion that have driven the activities 
we report here. We must continue to follow his example, and build on the progress we 
have made, focusing UNFPA Supplies efforts where they have the most impact. Above 
all, we at UNFPA are dedicated to continuing his vision of ensuring universal access to 
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, especially family planning, for every 
women, man, adolescent girl and young person.  

 
Dr. Gifty Addico,  

Chief, Commodity Security Branch 
Technical Division, UNFPA 
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