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FGM/C: Accelerating Change continued to strengthen

the momentum toward ending FGM/C in one gen-
eration. Since 2008, UNFPA and UNICEF have worked
together as one to achieve this goal, in partnership with
other UN Agencies, cooperation/development partners
and leading NGOs. In 2012, the Joint Programme's fifth
year of implementation, its novel, culturally sensitive
human rights-based approach, strategically leveraging
social dynamics in favour of abandonment, was imple-
mented in 15 African countries: Burkina Faso, Djibouti,
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, Somalia,
Sudan and Uganda.

I n 2012, the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on

Building on evidence-based strategies identified by the
2008 Inter-Agency Statement on the elimination of
FGM/C, the Joint Programme supported 10 comple-
mentary outputs in 2012:

1. Effective enactment, enforcement and use of na-
tional policy and legal instruments to promote the
abandonment of FGM/C

2. Local-level commitment to FGM/C abandonment
3. Media campaigns and other forms of communica-
tion dissemination organized and implemented to

support and publicize FGM/C abandonment

4. Partnerships with religious groups and other or-

Aanizatinnc and inctitiitinne rancnalidatad and naw

7. Tracking of programme benchmarks and achieve-
ments to maximize accountability of programme
partners

8. Strengthened regional dynamics for the abandon-
ment of FGM/C

9. Strengthened collaboration with key development
partners on the abandonment of FGM/C

10. Existing theories on the functioning of harmful
social norms further developed and refined with
a view to making them applicable to the specific
realities of FGM/C.

During 2012, the Joint Programme's programmatic
and strategic contributions gained greater visibility in
a number of global forums. As the year began, Zero
Tolerance Day (February 6') was celebrated by an event
at the US State Department. Then US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton acknowledged the Joint Programme's
contributions in the global effort to accelerate social
change and pledged US support for a Pan-African Centre
of Excellence in Nairobi, Kenya.

In March, the Joint Programme’s ongoing work featured
prominently once again during a high-level side event on
FGM/C organized by the governments of Italy, Burkina
Faso and Egypt at the 56" Session of the Commission
on the Status of Women. Furthermore, the Secretary

General's Report, “Ending Female Genital Mutilation”
(F/CNIA/2N012 /) Aacrrihina alahal nranrace mada in
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