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|. INTRODUCTION AND KEY CONCEPTS

A. DESCRIPTION OF THIS KNOWLEDGE ASSET

This report reviews literature on the integration of activities to address gender-based violence
(GBV) - specifically violence against women and girls — into sexual and reproductive health (SRH)
services. It is designed to provide guidance to health-sector programme designers and managers.

This first chapter provides basic definitions (with additional definitions in Annex 1); introduces key
principles of human rights-based programming, gender mainstreaming and culture; discusses the evidence
that provides a strong foundation for recommendations on integrating SRH and GBV; and provides
information on the most basic resources for the programme planner.

B. DEFINITIONS

1. Violence against women

The following definition of violence against women (VAW) is from the United Nations General
Assembly’s 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women (A/RES/48/104):

“Article 1: For the purposes of this Declaration, the term “violence against women’ means any act
of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.

“Article 2: Violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited to,
the following: (a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including
battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape,
female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence
and violence related to exploitation; (b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence
occurring within the general community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment
and intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and
forced prostitution; (c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by
the State, wherever it occurs.”

2. Gender-based violence

Gender-based violence is defined in UNTERM, the United Nations Multilingual Terminology Database,
as physical, mental or social abuse (including sexual violence) that is attempted or threatened, with some
tvpe of force (such as violence, threats, coercion, manipulation, deception, cultural expectations, weapons
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