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PREFACE

he Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), through its Gender, Ethnicity,
and Health Unit, is pleased to present the second edition of the brochure
“Gender, Health, and Development in the Americas, Basic Indicators 2005.”
Consistent with its commitment to promote gender equity in health, PAHO
has established information generation and dissemination as a basic line of
its technical cooperation in this area.

Through this publication, PAHO seeks to provide government, civil society,
academia, and other cooperation agencies with a set of basic statistical indi-
cators that illustrate the differences between women and men in terms of
health status and its socioeconomic determinants.

The indicators selected for this publication correspond to the lines of action
agreed on by Member States in the International Conference on Population
and Development, Cairo (1994); the Fourth World Conference on Women,
Beijing (1995); and the Millennium Declaration (2000) regarding the pursuit
for gender equality. It is important to note that gender equality and women’s
empowerment are one of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs);
moreover, this goal has been widely recognized as a prerequisite for attain-
ing the other MDGs.

Gender equality in health means that women and men enjoy the same oppor-
tunities to maintain their health, contribute to the development of public
health, and benefit from that development. Empowerment is understood as
the ability to make decisions and put them into practice. It is a both process
and a goal, occurring at both the individual and group levels and requiring
that women act as agents of change. Without women’s empowerment, gen-
der equality is not achievable.

Following the guiding objectives of the first edition of this brochure (2003),
the present edition includes a group of indicators that refer to conditions
that exclusively or differentially affect women and men and are available in
most countries. Also included are some internationally defined indicators for
monitoring attainment of the MDGs, disaggregated by sex. Finally, graphs are
presented for some indicators of priority gender and health issues for which
information is available in only a limited number of countries. It is hoped that
the evidence of gender inequality presented in this publication will facilitate
an understanding of such disparities, the identification of information gaps,
the formulation of initiatives aimed at eliminating inequities, and the cre-
ation of conditions that guarantee all people the exercise of their right to
health.

7))

Mirta Roses/Periago
Director



Demography

Annual
Total Urban | Women ages population Life expectancy Life expectancy
population |population 15 - 49 growth rate at birth (years) at age 60 (years)
(thousands) (%) (thousands) (%) 2004 2000-2005
2004 2004 2004 2004 Female Male Female Male
Anguilla 13 100 -- 1.6 80 74 -- --
Antigua and Barbuda 68 38 -- 0.5 74 69 -- --
Argentina 38,871 90 9,708 1.1 78 71 23 18
Aruba 71 45 - 2.0 83 76 - -
Bahamas, The 317 90 88 1.1 70 64 22 19
Barbados 271 52 76 0.3 80 75 22 18
Belize 261 49 67 2.0 73 70 22 20
Bermuda 65 100 -- 0.7 80 76 - --
Bolivia 8,973 64 2,207 1.8 67 63 19 17
Brazil 180,654 84 50,893 1.2 73 65 21 17
Canada 31,744 81 8,056 0.7 82 77 25 21
Cayman Islands 43 100 -- 2.9 83 77 - --
Chile 15,996 87 4,189 1.2 79 73 23 19
Colombia 44,914 77 12,191 1.5 76 70 22 19
Costa Rica 4,250 61 1,147 1.8 81 76 24 21
Cuba 11,328 76 3,044 0.2 79 75 23 21
Dominica 69 72 -- 0.3 77 72 -- --
Dominican Republic 8,872 60 2,338 1.4 69 64 20 18
Ecuador 13,192 62 3,486 1.4 74 69 22 19
El Salvador 6,614 60 1,746 1.4 74 68 22 19
French Guiana 182 76 45 2.4 79 73 22 18
Grenada 89 42 - -0.3 66 63 - -
Guadeloupe 443 100 118 0.7 82 75 25 20
Guatemala 12,661 47 3,002 2.5 70 64 19 17
Guyana 767 38 222 0.2 67 61 19 16
Haiti 8,437 38 2,161 1.3 51 50 17 16
Honduras 7,099 46 1,754 2.2 71 66 22 20
Jamaica 2,676 52 727 0.9 78 74 22 20
Martinique 395 96 104 0.5 82 76 25 21
Mexico 104,931 76 29,029 1.4 77 71 23 20
Montserrat 9 14 -- 0.3 81 76 - --
Netherlands Antilles 223 70 58 0.8 80 74 22 18
Nicaragua 5,597 58 1,396 2.3 73 68 20 19
Panama 3,177 58 836 1.8 78 73 23 21
Paraguay 6,018 58 1,502 2.3 74 69 20 18
Peru 27,567 74 7,200 1.5 73 68 21 18
Puerto Rico 3,898 97 988 0.5 80 72 24 19
Saint Kitts and Nevis 39 32 -- -0.3 75 69 -- --
Saint Lucia 150 31 43 0.7 75 71 20 18
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 121 59 33 0.6 76 73 20 18
Suriname 439 77 123 0.8 74 69 19 17
Trinidad and Tobago 1,307 76 381 0.3 74 68 21 18
Turks and Caicos Islands 20 47 -- 3.3 77 72 -- --
United States of America 297,043 80 73,886 1.0 80 75 24 20
Uruguay 3,439 93 833 0.7 79 72 24 18
Venezuela 26,170 88 6,883 1.8 77 71 22 19
Virgin Islands (UK) 22 65 -- 1.7 77 75 -- --
Virgin Islands (USA) 112 94 -- 0.8 82 75 23 18
Source A A B A A A C C

Notes  -- Data not available or not applicable.
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Wealth and Income Inequalities

Gross national Income Population (%) Urban households
income (US$ ratio: highest living below headed by women (%)
per capita), 20% to National by poverty level 2000/03, lay
ppp value lowest 20% | USS1aday | poverty line | Total | Indigent = Poor, not = Not poor
2003 95/2001, lay | 98/2001, lay = 2001/03, lay Indigent
9,590 == == == == == -
10,920 18 3p 45u 27¢ 20¢ 25¢ 28¢
16,140 -- -- -- -- -- -
15,060 -- -- -- -- -- -
5,840 -- -- -- - -- -
2,450 122 142 62 24 24 19 26
7,480 32 8b 38 26 27 25 27
29,740 6 == == = == == =
9,810 19 <2b 19 18 26 16 18
6,520 23 8b 51 30 34 29 30
9,040 12 2> 20 28 48 34 27
5,090 -- -- -- -- -- -
6,210 1 <2b 45 34 54 39 27
3,440 182 18b 49u 21 26 21 20
4,890 20 31b 49 35 37 40 33
6,710 -- -- -- -- -- -
4,060 25 16b 60 22 30 21 21
3,950 112 <2b -- - - -- -
1,630 == == 66" == -- == -
2,580 22 24p 77 31 32 31 31
3,790 72 <2a 19 - - -- -
8,950 19 10b 39 21 24 22 21
2,400 17 452 69 34 37 36 32
6,310 25 7° 34 29 44 31 27
4,740 27 15b 61 31d 37d 29d 32d
5,090 18 18p 55 22 22 21 23
16,320 -- -- -- -- -- -
11,040 == == == == == -
5,220 9 o o 5 o o °
6,590 -- -- -- -- -- -
9,450 -- 12b -- - - -- -
37,500 8 == 13 == == -
7,980 10 <2b 15u 32 31 27 33
4,740 18 15b 49 29" 350 290 260

Notes

--Data not available or not applicable.
Italics are used when the data year
is prior to the period shown.

lay: latest available year.
u Urban area only.
r Rural area only.
n National level.

a Estimates based on expenditures.

b Estimates based on income.
c Greater Buenos Aires only.

d Asuncion only.



Health Expenditure ~ Political Participation

Population (%) National health Women
with access to services expenditure (%) in
Potable water Sewage disposal (% of GDP) Ministerial
1998 1998 Public Private Parliament posts
Urban Rural Urban Rural 2000/03, lay |2000/02, lay 2000/04 lay 2001
Anguilla 60 -- 99 == 3.3 2.2f == ==
Antigua and Barbuda 95 89 98 94 3.2 1.0f 14 z
Argentina 85 30 89 48 4.7 3.7¢ 34 7
Aruba 100 oo & oo -- -- = oo
Bahamas, The 29 86 100 100 3.0 2.9h 27 17
Barbados 100 -- 99 -- 4.0 3.8 18 14
Belize 100 82 71 25 2.4 1.4 9 1
Bermuda -- -- -- - -- - -- --
Bolivia 93 44 82 35 5.8 2.9 18 ==
Brazil 9% 65 94 53 3.2 5.3i 9 z
Canada 100 29 100 29 6.7¢ 2.6ef 24 24
Cayman Islands -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Chile 29 66 93 94 4.4 3.9h 10 26
Colombia 98 73 97 51 5.3 2.68 11 47
Costa Rica 100 92 89 97 5.2 3.4f 35 29
Cuba 98 77 97 84 -- -- 36 1
Dominica 100 90 86 75 4.4 2.0h 19 z
Dominican Republic 96 73 96 79 2.6 3.3f 15 --
Ecuador 82 51 71 37 2.2 2.48 16 20
El Salvador 92 25 86 50 3.5 4.7¢ 11 15
French Guiana 88 71 84 57 -- - - -
Grenada 97 93 96 97 3.1 -- 29 25
Guadeloupe 98 -- 64 -- -- -- -- --
Guatemala 29 70 95 71 1.8 4.7¢ 8 7
Guyana 98 91 97 81 -- - 20 --
Haiti 49 45 46 17 1.6 7.2i 9 18
Honduras 94 70 94 50 3.1 2.58 6 33
Jamaica 98 59 90 91 2.2 4.5h 14 13
Martinique -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Mexico 95 65 87 32 2.7¢ 3.3e 21 11
Montserrat 100 -- 96 -- 7.7 - -- --
Netherlands Antilles -- -- -- - -- - -- --
Nicaragua 95 34 93 56 6.8 4.7h 21 23
Panama 88 86 99 87 4.4 2.2f 17 20
Paraguay 70 13 85 47 3.5 4.9 10 --
Peru 87 51 90 40 2.8 2.1 18 16
Puerto Rico 100 100 100 100 -- - -- --
Saint Kitts and Nevis 29 -- 96 -- 2.5 1.8f z z
Saint Lucia 98 == 89 == 3.4 2.0 21 18
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 93 93 96 96 3.9 0.6f 23 z
Suriname 98 58 99 56 3.6¢ 4.0e 18 --
Trinidad and Tobago 86 -- 100 - 2.1 2.0h 25 9
Turks and Caicos Islands 100 100 98 94 -- - -- --
United States of America 100 100 100 100 7.2 5.91 15 32
Uruguay 98 93 95 85 4.7 5.6 -- --
Venezuela 85 71 71 48 4.1 2.7¢ 10 z
Virgin Islands (UK) 98 -- 98 -- 3.1e -- == ==
Virgin Islands (USA) -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
A A J K
Notes -- Data not available or not applicable e Estimates based on national studies. i Medical expenses and personal care.
Italics are used when the data year f Medical expenses. j Medical care, health care plans,
is prior to the period shown. g Health, unspecified. health insurance.
lay: latest available year. h Medical care and health maintenance. z Magnitude zero.



Literate population 15 years | Ratio of literate Percent enrolled in
and older (%) women to men, Secondary school! Higher education!
1998/2004, lay 15-24 years old 2001/03, lay 2001/03, lay
Female Male F/MK 2000/04, lay Female| Male F/Mk Female | Male | F/Mk
Anguilla 95.7 95.1 1.0 -- 100.7 [103.0 1.0 - - -
Antigua and Barbuda 88.0 90.0 1.0 - - - - - - -
Argentina 97.2 97.1 1.0 1.0 102.7 | 96.6 1.1 67.4 |45.4 1.5
Aruba 96.6 97.4 1.0 -- 104.8 | 98.1 1.1 342 232 1.5
Bahamas, The 96.6 94.9 1.0 -- 92.8 | 90.2 1.0 - -- -
Barbados 99.7 99.7 1.0 1.0 103.4 [103.2 1.0 52.0 20.4 2.5
Belize 94.5 94.4 1.0 1.0 73.5 | 68.0 1.1 - - -
Bermuda 99.0 98.0 1.0 - - - - - -- --
Bolivia 82.2 93.4 0.9 1.0 82.8 | 86.0 1.0 21.8 |40.0 0.5
Brazil 88.6 88.4 1.0 1.0 112.8 [102.4 1.1 20.6 15.9 1.3
Canada 99.0 99.0 1.0 -- 104.9 [105.7 1.0 66.2 |49.6 1.3
Cayman Islands 98.0 98.0 1.0 -- -- - -- -- -- -
Chile 96.2 96.5 1.0 1.0 89.7 | 88.1 1.0 409 |43.9 0.9
Colombia 92.8 92.6 1.0 1.0 68.5 | 62.1 1.1 25.3 23.0 1.1
Costa Rica 96.2 96.0 1.0 1.0 67.7 | 66.0 1.0 22.2 18.9 1.2
Cuba 97.0 97.3 1.0 1.0 88.6 | 89.6 1.0 30.4 (244 1.2
Dominica -- -- -- -- 101.5 | 89.5 1.1 -- -- --
Dominican Republic 85.2 85.0 1.0 1.0 74.8 | 60.3 1.2 -- -- --
Ecuador 91.3 94.1 1.0 1.0 59.4 | 58.9 1.0 - - -
El Salvador 78.3 83.2 0.9 1.0 56.0 | 55.7 1.0 18.1 15.2 1.2

French Guiana 82.3 83.6 1.0 - - - - - - -
Grenada 98.0 98.0 1.0 - - - - - - -
Guadeloupe 90.5 89.7 1.0 -- --
Guatemala 63.9 78.5 0.8 0.9 37.8

40.7 | 0.9 = = =

Guyana 98.6 99.1 1.0 - 89.1 | 86.9 1.0 - - -

Haiti 52.1 55.6 0.9 1.0 - -- - - - -

Honduras 71.7 77.0 1.0 1.1 -- -- - 16.2  |12.3 1.3

Jamaica 92.0 84.6 1.1 1.1 85.0 | 82.3 1.0 24.2 |10.8 2.2

Martinique 98.2 97.5 1.0 1.0 - - - - - -

Mexico 90.6 94.1 1.0 1.0 78.2 | 73.3 1.1 21.0 |22.0 1.0

Montserrat 97.0 97.0 1.0 -- - -- - - - -

Netherlands Antilles 96.9 96.8 1.0 1.0 76.7 | 68.6 1.1 16.7 |11.3 1.5
Nicaragua 68.1 67.5 1.0 1.1 61.3 | 51.9 1.2 -- - -

Panama 92.2 93.4 1.0 1.0 71.6 | 66.9 1.1 42.1  |25.2 1.7

Paraguay 93.3 95.0 1.0 1.0 64.2 | 62.8 1.0 21.5 [15.7 1.4

Peru 87.2 95.4 0.9 1.0 85.8 | 92.0 0.9 31.4  |32.2 1.0

Puerto Rico 94.7 94.2 1.0 1.0 - -- - - -

Saint Kitts and Nevis 97.5 97.1 1.0 - 152.9 |106.8 1.4 - - -
Saint Lucia 82.0 81.0 1.0 -- 97.1 | 74.7 1.3 2.2 0.7 3.1

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 96.0 96.0 1.0 -- 74.4 | 61.8 1.2 -- -- -
Suriname 91.0 95.1 1.0 -- 86.0 | 61.8 1.4 15.4 9.2 1.7

Trinidad and Tobago 98.2 99.1 1.0 1.0 83.9 | 76.5 1.1 8.8 5.7 1.5
Turks and Caicos Islands 98.0 99.0 1.0 -- 86.5 | 84.2 1.0 - - -
United States of America 99.5 99.5 1.0 - 92.4 | 93.5 1.0 93.7 169.5 1.3
Uruguay 98.3 97.4 1.0 1.0 108.2 | 95.0 1.1 48.1 26.5 1.8

Venezuela 93.4 94.0 1.0 1.0 73.8 | 63.5 1.2 31.4 229 1.4

Virgin Islands (UK) 98.7 97.8 1.0 -- 96.2 | 94.3 1.0 72.7  |31.0 2.3

Virgin Islands (USA) = = = = = = = = =

Source A A | | | | |
Notes -- Data not available or not applicable.  lay: latest available year.
Italics are used when the data year k Ratio of Female/Male.

is prior to the period shown. L Gross enrollment ratio.



Urban women's Urban workers employed in low-pro-
Urban population Share of women (%) employment ductivity sectors of the labor market
in labor force (%) in wage employ- income as % (%)
2000/03, lay ment in the NAS* of men's 2000/2003, lay
Female Male F/Mk 2002 2000/03, lay Female Male F/Mk

Anguilla -- -- -- 48 -- - - -
Antigua and Barbuda -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Argentina 46 72 0.6 46 59¢ 39.5 44.6 0.9
Aruba - - -- -- -- -- -- --
Bahamas, The -- -- -- 49 -- -- -- --
Barbados - - - 49 -- -- -- --
Belize -- -- -- 41 -- -- -- --
Bermuda -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Bolivia 57 77 0.7 37 61 76.7 58.5 1.3
Brazil 53 79 0.7 47 66 51.6 42.3 1.2
Canada -- -- -- 49 -- -- -- --
Cayman Islands -- -- -- 49 -- -- -- --
Chile 45 73 0.6 37 64 38.2 27.8 1.4
Colombia 57 79 0.7 49 77 -- -- --
Costa Rica 46 77 0.6 40 75 45.1 37.3 1.2
Cuba - - - 38 - -- -- --
Dominica -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Dominican Republic 51 80 0.6 35 68 44.3 51.3 0.9
Ecuador 53 81 0.7 40 67 64.1 52.1 1.2
El Salvador 51 73 0.7 31 73 61.0 48.4 1.3
French Guiana - - - 41 - -- -- --
Grenada - - -- 38 - -- -- --
Guadeloupe -- -- -- 55 -- -- -- --
Guatemala 58 85 0.7 39 58 65.7 51.5 1.3
Guyana == == == 45 -- -- -- --
Haiti -- -- -- 40 -- -- -- --
Honduras 50 78 0.6 50 76 61.5 57.9 1.1
Jamaica - - -- 47 - -- -- --
Martinique -- -- -- 55 -- -- -- --
Mexico 45 79 0.6 37 63 51.0 44.9 1.1
Montserrat -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Netherlands Antilles -- -- -- 48 -- -- -- -
Nicaragua 52 83 0.6 49 69 65.5 55.7 1.2
Panama 54 79 0.7 44 76 39.2 37.8 1.0
Paraguay 57 81 0.7 41 70d 71.9 55.6 1.3
Peru 54 74 0.7 35 67 1.7 56.7 1.3
Puerto Rico -- -- -- 40 -- -- -- -
Saint Kitts and Nevis -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Saint Lucia - - -- -- -- -- -- --
St. Vincent and the Grenadines -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Suriname -- -- -- 33 -- -- -- --
Trinidad and Tobago -- -- -- 41 -- -- -- --
Turks and Caicos Islands -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
United States of America -- -- -- 49 -- -- -- --
Uruguay 50 72 0.7 46 72 49.6 43.0 1.2
Venezuela 56n 83n 0.7 42 76n 57.8n 58.6n 1.0
Virgin Islands (UK) -- -- -- 48 -- -- -- --
Virgin Islands (USA) -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Source L L M R N N

Notes  -- Data not available or not applicable.  lay: latest available year. n National data.
*NAS: Non-agricultural sector. c Greater Buenos Aires only.

d Asuncion only
k Ratio of Female/Male.
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Unpaid family workers, Urban population 15 years and older Urban unemployment rate
urban area (%) without own income (%)
2000/2002, lay 2000/2002, lay 2003

Female Male F/Mk Female Male F/MK | Female =~ Male F/Mk
1.4 0.7 2.0 44.60 25.40 1.8 19.5¢ 18.5¢ 1.1
11.5 5.5 2.1 44.0p 23.8p 1.8 7.9 5.2 1.5
4.4 1.9 2.3 40.5 18.8 2.2 13.4 8.7 1.5
72 0.6 3.5 46.5 22.6 72 123 8.6 {5
5.5 1.8 3.1 45.3 24.4 1.9 20.0 14.8 1.4
2.9 0.9 3.2 44.7 19.2 2.3 7.7 6.2 1.2
1.5 0.6 2.5 47.4 24.3 2.0 26.6 12.0 2.2
8.0 2.3 3.5 44.8 18.7 2.4 13.9 5.8 2.4
7.6 4.1 1.9 44.9 26.7 1.7 3.5 8.6 0.4
11.6 6.5 1.8 37.0 16.2 2.3 7.0 5.2 1.3
6.9 4.3 1.6 58.1 27.9 2.1 7.8 7.2 1.1
0.7 0.3 2.3 50.0 19.0 2.6 2.6 3.9 0.7
9.5 5.7 1.7 = == = 11.7 13.1 0.9
1.4 0.4 3.5 32.0 18.3 1.7 23.5 16.5 1.4
5.3 3.2 1.7 39.1 21.5 1.8 12.1d 11.0d 1.1
9.8 4.1 2.4 37.5 22.7 1.7 7.6 6.8 1.1
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