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• Over recent years, UN-Habitat has developed various guides and tools 

in the context of climate change and urban/human settlements 

development, however a stocktaking and managing mechanism was 

lacking.

• To efficiently and effectively utilize the guides and tools and to 

maximize the use of limited resources, the importance of a master tool 

has been pointed out.

• The master tool is a living document, and it will be updated with the 

latest information.

• The scope of this master tool will be the guides and tools related to the 

Flagship Programme Resilient Settlements for the Urban Poor (RISE 

UP).

• In the January 2022 version, 18 guides and tools have been targeted 

and analyzed.

Background & Purpose 

of the Master Tool



• Easy format – starting from carefully selected 
information related to each tool/guide (Part 1).

• Detailed analysis on gaps (target group, phase, 
geography and language) and instructions on when to 
apply which tool based on a questionnaire format (Part 
2).

• Summarizes the essential points revealed from this 
master tool in the end.

• Flexible use - could be used in order from the 
beginning or from Part 2 (slide no. 57) to respond to 
actual needs of the user.

• There are enough and useful tools in particular target 
groups, phases, geographic location and major 
language. However, due to limited resource and 
capacity of UN-Habitat, tools seriously lack in certain 
parts.

How to Use the Master Tool
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Developing Local Climate Change Plans: 
A Guide for Cities in Developing Countries

▪ Published in 2012 / English

▪ Duration: Several months

▪ Partner: International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED)

▪ Marcus Mayr / marcus.mayr@un.org

▪ https://mirror.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/11463_1_594564.pdf

Phases 1 - 4

Secondary City

Guide

Guidance for local planners and local governments of simple planning process based 

on understanding long-term climate change impacts, urban development challenges, 

and the needs of citizens. Developed jointly with IIED, this guide and training focuses 

on developing countries and enables any city to get started no matter how limited its 

resources are. Among other elements, it describes “quick win” activities that address 

both climate and urban issues simultaneously.
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How to use this tool
Steps with key outcomes

Step 1: Gathering and Analysing Information
• Organizing the core team & stakeholder analysis

• Identifying potential climate impacts

• Assessing vulnerable people, places and sectors as well as their 

adaptive capacity

Step 2: Participatory Strategic Planning for 

Climate Change
• Mainstreaming climate change into existing plans

• Developing strategic, stand-alone climate change plans

• Municipal adaptation plan

Step 3: Implementing Action Plans
• City-based, community-based and sector specific adaption plans

Step 4: Participatory Monitoring and 

Evaluation
• Monitoring and evaluation matrix

• Cost/benefit analysis for adaptation actions 



• Application: This Guide has been used in various 

trainings and the Cities and Climate Change 

Academy.

• Time frame: Several months

• Delivery Modality: This introductory Guide is best 

used in city-level capacity-development and training 

for local officials and technical and substantive 

personnel, guiding the familiarization with further tools 

and methodologies.

• Limitations: The Guide is limited to sensitization and 

orientation, as a ‘first-step’ in the process to develop 

local leadership in climate action.

• Case Studies: Mentions 12 case studies with 4 in-

depth case studies

• Unique Elements: The Guide contains further 

resources and a good overview of additional 

opportunities.

Case study of applying this tool Further Information 

• Application: Cities & Climate Change 

Academy online training for city leaders

• Main Outcome: sensitization and 

understanding of potential next steps in city-

level climate action process



Planning for Climate Change: 
A strategic, values-based approach for urban planners Volume 1 (Guide) & Volume 2 (Toolkit) 

▪ Published in 2014 / English

▪ Duration: 6 – 18 Months

▪ Partners: Ecoplan International, Inc.

▪ Bernhard Barth / bernhard.barth@un.org

▪ https://unhabitat.org/planning-for-climate-change-a-strategic-values-based-

approach-for-urban-planners

▪ https://unhabitat.org/planning-for-climate-change-a-strategic-values-based-

approach-for-urban-planners-toolkit

▪ https://youtu.be/vAoorDDRkoY

A tool for city planners to better understand, assess and take action on 

climate change at the local level. It is specifically targeted to the needs of 

planners and allied professionals in cities in low and middle-income countries 

where the challenges of planning for climate change are particularly high. It 

provides an approach that allows local decision-makers to develop climate action 

plans that reflect local values.

Phases 1 - 4

City Level

Guide & Toolkit
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