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GLOSSARY OF TERMS!

A note on terminology: In this Toolkit, the term migration refers to any movement of persons away
from their place of usual residence. Migration can take many forms and includes immigration, emigration,
displacement, etc. The term migrants is inclusive of regular and irregular migrants, international and internal

migrants, and displaced persons, among others.

This is the common terminology used throughout the Toolkit. However, given the specificities of different
types of migration (e.g. displacement) and categories of migrants (e.g. displaced persons), distinct references
are made to these terms in certain sections of the Toolkit, where relevant. See the ‘Glossary of Terms’ below
for more information on specific migration-related terminology used.

Bilateral labour arrangements: All forms of bilateral
arrangements between States, regions and public
institutions that provide for the recruitment and
employment of foreign short- or long-term labour.

Border management: The administration of measures
related to authorized movement of persons (regular
migration) and goods, whilst preventing unauthorized
movement of persons (irregular migration) and goods,
detecting those responsible for smuggling, trafficking
and related crimes and identifying the victims of such
crimes or any other person in need of immediate or
longer-term assistance and/or (international) protection.

Circular migration: A form of migration in which
people repeatedly move back and forth between two
or more countries.

Country of destination: In the migration context, a
country that is the destination for a person or a group of
persons, irrespective of whether they migrate regularly
or irregularly.

Country of origin: In the migration context, a
country of nationality or of former habitual residence
of a person or group of persons who have migrated
abroad, irrespective of whether they migrate regularly
or irregularly.

Country of transit: In the migration context, the
country through which a person or a group of persons
pass on any journey to the country of destination or
from the country of destination to the country of origin
or the country of habitual residence.

Cross-border displacement: The movements of
persons who have been forced or obliged to leave their
homes or places of habitual residence and move across
international borders.

Diaspora: Migrants or descendants of migrants whose
identity and sense of belonging, either real or symbolic,
have been shaped by their migration experience and
background. They maintain links with their homelands,
and to each other, based on a shared sense of history,
identity, or mutual experiences in the destination
country.

Disaster risk reduction: Policy objective to prevent
new and reduce existing disaster risk and managing
residual risk, all of which contribute to strengthening
resilience and therefore to the achievement of
sustainable development.

Displacement: The movement of persons who have
been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes
or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result
of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict,
situations of generalized violence, violations of human
rights or natural or human-made disasters.

Early warning system (disaster): An integrated
system of hazard monitoring, forecasting and
prediction, disaster risk assessment, communication
and preparedness activities systems and processes
that enables individuals, communities, governments,
businesses and others to take timely action to reduce
disaster risks in advance of hazardous events.

1. Unless otherwise stated, the terms in this glossary are drawn from the IOM Glossary on Migration (2019).
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Environmental migration: A person or group(s) of
persons who, predominantly for reasons of sudden or
progressive changes in the environment that adversely
affect their lives or living conditions, are forced to leave
their places of habitual residence, or choose to do so,
either temporarily or permanently, and who move
within or outside their country of origin or habitual
residence.?

Integration: The two-way process of mutual adaptation
between migrants and the societies in which they live,
whereby migrants are incorporated into the social,
economic, cultural and political life of the receiving
community. It entails a set of joint responsibilities for
migrants and communities and incorporates other
related notions such as social inclusion and social
cohesion.

Internal migrant: Any person who is moving or has
moved within a State for the purpose of establishing
new temporary or permanent residence or because
of displacement.

Internally displaced persons: Persons or groups of
persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or
to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in
particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects
of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence,
violations of human rights or natural or human-made
disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally
recognized State border.

Irregular migration: Movement of persons that takes
place outside the laws, regulations, or international
agreements governing the entry into or exit from the
State of origin, transit or destination.

Labour migration: Movement of persons from one

State to another, or within their own country of
residence, for the purpose of employment.
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Migrant: An umbrella term, not defined under
international law, reflecting the common lay
understanding of a person who moves away from
his or her place of usual residence, whether within a
country or across an international border, temporarily
or permanently, and for a variety of reasons. The term
includes a number of well-defined legal categories
of people, such as migrant workers; persons whose
particular types of movements are legally defined, such
as smuggled migrants; as well as those whose status or
means of movement are not specifically defined under
international law, such as international students.

Migrants in vulnerable situations: Migrants who
are unable to effectively enjoy their human rights,
are at increased risk of violations and abuse and who,
accordingly, are entitled to call on a duty bearer’s
heightened duty of care.

Migration: The movement of persons away from their
place of usual residence, either across an international
border or within a State.

Protracted displacement: A situation in which
displaced persons, internally displaced persons (IDPs)
and/or other displaced persons have been unable
to return to their habitual residence for three years
or more, and where the process for finding durable
solutions, such as repatriation, integration in host
communities, settlement in third locations or other
mobility opportunities, has stalled.

Reintegration: A process which enables individuals
to re-establish the economic, social and psychosocial
relationships needed to maintain life, livelihood and
dignity and inclusion in civic life.

Remittances (migrant): Personal monetary transfers,
cross border or within the same country, made by
migrants to individuals or communities with whom the




