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DEFINITIONS

Antisocial behaviour 
Anti-social behaviours are acts that create community concern. These range from misuses of public space, such 
as fighting or drug use and dealing, to disregard for community safety, such as dangerous driving or drunk and 
disorderly behaviour. Other examples include acts that cause environmental damage, such as graffiti or litter. 
Anti-social behaviour can range from what is socially unacceptable through to acts that break the law. 

Experiences of crime/harassment
To encounter/undergone a form of crime or harassment,

Gender equity 
The process of being fair to both women and men. To ensure fairness, measures must be available to 
compensate for historical and social disadvantages that prevent women and men from operating on a level 
playing field. Gender equity strategies are used to eventually attain gender equality. Equity is the means and 
equality is the result. 

Harassment  
Harassment is any improper and unwelcome conduct that might reasonably be expected or be perceived to 
cause offence or humiliation to another person. Harassment may take the form of words, gestures or actions 
which tend to annoy, alarm, abuse, demean, intimidate, belittle, humiliate or embarrass another or which 
create an intimidating, hostile or offensive environment.

Infrastructural problems  
Issues related to the physical state of public spaces. 

Mono-functional spaces  
Spaces that are limited to only one activity.

Multi-functional spaces  
Spaces that are used for different types of activities at different times of the day.

Perception of safety  
A generalized judgment about the chance of crime. Different times of day, and physical location may affect 
perception of safety. 

Pluri-funtional spaces  
Spaces with different kinds of activities at the same time.

Public space  
All places publicly owned or of public use, accessible and enjoyable by all for free and without a profit motive. 
UN-Habitat categorises public spaces into streets, open public spaces, and public facilities. 

Sexual Harassment
Sexual harassment is any unwelcome sexual advance, request for sexual favour, verbal or physical conduct or 
gesture of a sexual nature, or any other behaviour of a sexual nature that might reasonably be expected or be 
perceived to cause offence or humiliation to another.

Social problems
A social problem is any condition or behavior that has negative consequences for large numbers of people and 
that is generally recognized as a condition or behavior that needs to be addressed.

Urban Safety  
Safety does not only mean lack of criminal behavior, fear or aggression. Safety points to the certainty of being 
respected as an individual at the physical, social and psychological levels. ‘Safety’ goes beyond the multiple 
ways of crime and violence. In fact, safety is firstly a foundation for the deployment of human abilities, 
freedom, solidarity, multiculturalism and creativity. Safety does not only cover the individual’s life, but 
embraces also society and the city. Safety is also a social value, since it is the foundation for the common good 
of societies that allows a fair and equitable development for all its members. Safety is one of the pillars of good 
governance and is the basis of freedom and equality for people’s full and equal

Walkability  
Defines much more than just providing citizen with “the ability to walk”. Several characteristics result in 
optimal walkability such as physical access, places and proximity. Defining a walkable neighbourhood extends 
beyond pedestrian concerns, as the ability to walk in a neighborhood indicates not only a type of mobility 
and means of travel, but also a type of sociability between neighbors, which, together, likely affect the 
physical, mental, and health of people in the community.
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GLOBAL FRAMEWORK ON 
SAFETY, GENDER AND PUBLIC 
SPACE

While cities are powerful engines of 
development and innovation, they are 
also home to slums and many millions 
of vulnerable women and girls. Sexual 
harassment and other forms of violence 
against women and girls in public 
spaces are present in cities as well rural 
areas, and even in online spaces. As a 
result, it is an impediment to the rights 
of women and girls to the city, and to 
enjoy the opportunities of urbanization. 
The outcome is often gender exclusion 
and the lack of participation of women 
and girls in development.

With the 2030 Agenda, governments 
will need to choose strategies and 
interventions that have the greatest 
impacts across a number of goals and 
targets. The ‘safe cities’ idea for women 
includes their equal right to the city and 
public places within it, which includes 
their right to be mobile in the city at 
any time of the day, as well as their right 
to idle in public spaces without any 
threats of harassment or sexual violence. 
The global community agreed that 
public space plays a key role in achieving 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 
cities and human settlements. This 
means that interventions in public space 
can support achievement in several other 
targets within the 2030 Agenda. The 
2030 Agenda together with the New 
Urban Agenda also recognizes gender 
equality and strategically supports 
women’s empowerment across all social 
development goals. 

Local level data is important to address 
challenges and achieve inclusive public 
spaces for women and girl’s in cities. 
Some of the statistics of the state of 
women and girl’s safety, conducted 
by UN-Habitat, Women and Cities 
International and Plan International. 
are represented in the graphic.

“We will support the provision of well-designed networks of safe, accessible, green and quality streets and other public spaces that are accessible to 
all and free from crime and violence, including sexual harassment and gender-based violence, considering the human scale, and measures that allow 
for the best possible commercial use of street-level floors, fostering both formal and informal local markets and commerce, as well as not-for-profit 
community initiatives, bringing people into public spaces and promoting walkability and cycling with the goal of improving health and wellbeing.” 

New Urban Agenda: Para 100.

SDG 6

Women and girls play a central role 
in the provision, management and 
safeguarding of household water 
and sanitation

SDG 15

Women and girls play a central role 
in the provision, management and 
safeguarding of household water 
and sanitation

SDG 17

Women and girls play a central role 
in the provision, management and 
safeguarding of household water 
and sanitation

SDG 7

As primary energy managers in 
the households, women can play 
a powerful role in the successful 
transition to sustainable energy for all

SDG 11

Women have equal rights to the city, 
and their safety in public spaces is 
crucial for sustainable urbanization: 
Target 11.7

SDG 5

Gender equality is central to the 
SDGs, and if it is not achieved, the 
implementation of all the goals will 
be compromised

SDG 12

Unsustainable production 
and consumption patterns are 
gendered, with women suffering 
disproportionately from resource 
scarcity and natural disasters resulting 
from climate change

60% of all 
urban residents 
in developing 

countries have been 
victims of crime

Globally, one in five 
people have been 

a victim of violence 
and crime

96% of adolescent 
girls don’t feel safe 

in Delhi

45% of girls 
reported sexual 

harassment when 
using public 
transport in 

Kampala

Just 2.2% of girls 
say they feel safe 
in public spaces in 

Lima

 In London, 43% of 
young women have 
experienced some 

form of harassment 
in the past year.

In Port Moresby, 
over 90% of 

women and girls 
have experienced 

some form of sexual 
violence when 

accessing public 
transportation.

2.2%60% 90%

Gender equality in the Agenda 2030 adopted from UN-Women © UN-Habitat
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