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FOREWORD

I am delighted to present to you the Diagnosis Note for Liberia, a key document 
to advance Liberia’s National Urban Policy (NUP). This Diagnosis Note 
analyses issues identified at the feasibility phase and aims to better inform 
the subsequent formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation 
phases of the policy. Prepared by a team of national and international experts, 
it has analysed urban trends in Liberia, identified priority opportunities and 
challenges and proposed key areas for consideration for national urban 
policy formulation.

Responding to SDG 11 and the New Urban Agenda, UN-Habitat has supported 
National/Sub-national Urban Policy development in over 55 countries 
worldwide, all aimed at supporting sustainable urbanization through the 
integrated and holistic development of urban, peri-urban, and rural areas.

Since 2015, with the financial support of Cities Alliance, UN-Habitat has 
supported Liberia’s Government to develop its National Urban Policy through 
a participatory process. The overall goal of the policy is to accelerate Liberia’s 
national development agenda and reduce poverty. The policy will also be an 
additional tool for the implementation of the New Urban Agenda (NUA) and 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially Goal 11, in Liberia.

Developing the NUP for Liberia is helping the coordination of different 
sectors, establishing incentives for more sustainable practices, and spurring 
an integrated system of cities and towns. The policy process emphasises 
strengthening urban-rural linkages and equitable resource allocation, 
reducing urban and territorial disparities within and among regions, and 
promoting institutional collaboration and policy coherence.

We look forward to supporting the national urban policy development process 
in Liberia until it is completed.

Ms� Maimunah Mohd Sharif

United Nations Under-Secretary General  
and Executive Director, UN-Habitat
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