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How we work

CONTINUED PROGRESS

2020 HIGHLIGHTS

BLOCK BY BLOCK FOUNDATION

NATIONAL PROGRAMME

Anchoring Public Space in National Urban Policies in Ethiopia
IMPORTANCE OF DATA FOR POLICY AND STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT

Eliminating Violence Against Women in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Palestine
Towards child-friendly open public spaces in Sharjah, UAE
Reclaiming the ‘Green City' in Naiorbi, Kenya

ACHIEVING QUALITY PUBLIC SPACES

Community-led public space assessment in Suleja, Nigeria
“Fair shared city”, towards better quality public spaces in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

LEVERAGING PUBLIC SPACES DURING COVID-19

Mobile pop-up playgrounds for children in response to COVID-19 in Hanoi, Vietnam
Improving livelihood for street vendors in Dhaka and Khulna, Bangladesh

A kit to feed children’s imaginations in Sao Paolo, Brazil

Covid Proofing of Public Spaces in Bohpal informal settlements, India

Supporting market vendors’ relocation to open fields in Kisumu, Kenya

Increasing Hygiene in local markets in Niamey, Niger

Faces of COVID-19: Providing safe spaces for LGBTQI+ community in Quito, Ecuador

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE

The journal of public space

Media coverage

Evaluation of Minecraft as a participation tool to co-design public spaces
Training local governments: The Arab States Regional Workshop
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UN-Habitat's Global Public Space Programme was
launched in 2012 with the objective to support local
governments in creating and promoting socially
inclusive, integrated, connected, environmentally
sustainable and safe streets and public spaces,
especially for the most vulnerable, promoting a
better quality of life for all. The programme has
developed an integrated, multi-sectoral and iterative
approach to support local governments to create
vibrant and inclusive public space networks, long-
term urban strategies and national policies, focusing
on the most vulnerable groups. Starting from the
national and regional scale, the Programme provides
technical support and capacity building in public
space assessments, policy guides, strategies and
design principles, management and maintenance
frameworks and using innovative participatory tools.
The outcomes of this approach inform city planning
frameworks, monitoring of the 2030 New Urban
Agenda, SDG 11.7 and thematic aspects such as
inequality, prosperity, accessibility, resilience and
health.

2020 has been a challenging year: the world is

living through an unprecedented crisis as COVID-19
continues to spread, with hundreds of thousands of
lives lost and over two hundred countries affected.
The impact of COVID-19 will be most devastating in
poor and densely populated urban areas, particularly
affecting the most vulnerable groups of our society.
In just a few months, the pandemic has transformed
the way we live, work, travel and socialize. As a quick
response, most cities are following semi-similar
prevention actions by adopting confinement, strict
dusk-to-dawn curfews and lockdown measures to
minimize physical contact. However, social distancing
does not work for the informal sector that relies on
public spaces to earn a living. As a result of these
globalised measures, many businesses are closing,
working hours are narrowing and supply networks for
food and goods are being disrupted. Meanwhile, stay
at home orders are increasing rates of depression
and put women, girls and children at a greater risk of
domestic violence with limited access to protection
services and social networks.

Worldwide measures cannot be generalized and
should rather be adapted to diverse contexts. If not
addressed properly, the impact of COVID-19 could
exacerbate inequalities once the crisis is over. Public
spaces have the potential to provide space for the
rapid establishment of temporary and secondary
facilities (e.g. for health care and for food distribution)
and livelihood opportunities. Furthermore, streets
and markets can allow informal vendors to continue
to operate if these public spaces are adapted and
designed in a way to provide sufficient distance from
each stall and provide the opportunity for some of
the vendors to spill over into the streets ensuring
adequate distance.

This year, more than ever, the Global Public Space
Programme is working to leverage the value of
public spaces for urban health and social inclusion.
In particular, digital participation has now become
a critical point to ensure inclusive urban planning
processes during the era of social distancing. Our
methodologies and operative tools are adapting to
the change and integrating new approaches and
opportunities to plan and design the public realm of
the new normal, following the guidelines of WHO.
The focus of upgrading projects is on building health
resilience, livelihood opportunities and social trust
among the community, to enable people to use and
enjoy public spaces again.

Number of cities where the Global Public Space
Programme is active
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Where we started and where we are now

2012

Partnership between
UN-Habitat and
Mojang

B

2013

First Future of
Places Conference,
Stockholm, Sweden

2 upgrading
projects completed
in Nairobi, Kenya

First Block by
Block workshops
in Kenya, Haiti and
Nepal

Launch of the
Charter on Public
Spaces

Publishing of
UN-Habitat
technical report,
“Street as Public
Spaces Drivers
of Prosperity”

to address the
importance of
streets as public
spaces

STRATEGIC PLAN
2014-2019

2014

210,000 PEOPLE
IMPACTED

Second Future of
Places Conference,
Buenos Aires,
Argentina

4 public space
projects completed
in Nepal, Haiti and
Kenya

Crowdsourcing
Public Space
designs using
Minecraft with
over 7,500 youth in
Mexico

2015

340,000 PEOPLE
IMPACTED

Launch of the
Nairobi City-wide
public space
assessment

International
Public Markets
Conference,
Barcelona, Spain

Public Space
Biennale, Rome,
Italy

Establishment of
the Block by Block
Foundation

9 public space
projects completed
in Nepal, Haiti,
Kosovo, Bangladesh
and Kenya

Launch of the
publication “Using
Minecraft for Youth
Participation in
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https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 17527

2016

450,000 PEOPLE
IMPACTED

Bamenda city-
wide public space
and market place
assessment

Launch of Regional
Arab States
Programme

First Nairobi
Placemaking Week

9 public space
projects completed
in India, Nepal and
Kenya.

Premiere of the
documentary
‘Gaming the Real
World’ featuring
UN-Habitat and
Mojang

Agreement and
adoption of the
New Urban Agenda
in Quito, Ecuador




