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I am delighted to introduce this new publication entitled “Mainstreaming 

Urban-Rural Linkages in National Urban Policies”. The development 

of National Urban Policies is a recommendation of the New Urban 

Agenda. UN-Habitat has developed a variety of tools and platforms, as 

well as provided technical assistance to Member States for this task. In 

alignment with the New Urban Agenda and Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) 11, these policies provide strong territorial dimension 

to sustainable urbanisation especially with SDG 11.a that calls for 

integrated urban, peri-urban and rural planning. 

Attention to the dynamic interactions of rural-urban people and places 

are is expected to be an integral part of the formulation and application 

of a National Urban Policy as directed by the Sustainable Development 

Goals and the New Urban Agenda. 

Recognising that national and subnational governments are at different 

stages with regards to urban policies, UN-Habitat has developed a five-

phase approach to developing a National Urban Policy. 

The first part of this Guide provides the rationale and process of bringing 

Urban-Rural Linkages into National Urban Policy processes. The second 

part addresses how to mainstream policy processes and the third part, 

recommendations based on 15 national and subnational experiences in 

different regions. 

Tools are provided in the appendices to assess their the level of 

incorporation in each of the five phases of policy process and possible 

recommendations based on sections from the Urban-Rural Linkages: 

Guiding Principle and Framework for Action.

This document will be a key instrument for the implementation of 

UN-Habitat’s Resolution HSP/HA.1/Res.5 on “Enhancing urban-rural 

linkages for sustainable urbanization” adopted during the first UN-

Habitat Assembly in May, 2019. It will also significantly contribute to 

the realization of UN-Habitat’s Strategic Plan 2020-2023.

I hope professionals and policymakers working on the urban-rural 

policy interface will find this guide useful to support their actions and 

decisions. 
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