f“\s

n

. I

=

- B E
%ﬁ% Y, B
= . % = = I
GLOBAL STATE OF -

A

Ze3E
BEa)
LI 1}
&
>

METROPOLIS 2020

Experts Group Meeting Report.

Abu Dhabi-UAE, February 8th, 2020.

oL %mﬁ%m%%

Policy, Legislation and

et reH U B Governance Section - PLGS

T LI S

N@HABITAT

F R BE R URBAN FUTURE

Il
2



1. EGM OVERVIEW

Abu Dhabi’s Experts Group Meeting on the
Global State of Metropolis followed the
international dialogue settled in Medellin in
October 2019 between development actors
to propose and define conceptual
approaches, methodologies, contents, case
studies and inspiring experiences for
structuring a global report on metropolitan

management and development.

EGM Key Expectations

e Present and validate the structure and
outline of the Global State of Metropolis
Report, as well as to receive last
proposals and inputs for the outline’s

final draft.

Metr-HUB

Present and validate the sample of
metropolises for the case studies that
will be included within the Global State
of Metropolis Report. Also, propose new
metropolises to be included in the
sample and a series of criteria to classify
them.

Showcase and identify inspiring
experiences on metropolitan
management to be included in the
Global State of Metropolis Report.
Present the alliance between UN-Habitat
and Metropolis as well as a jointly

workplan for the preparation of the

Global State of Metropolis Report.
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2. EGM SESSIONS’ AND
DIALOGS’ HIGHLIGHTS

7

The first session of the Experts Group
Meeting (EGM) updated participants on the
outcomes of the first EGM held in Medellin
in October 2019 in where the Global State of
Metropolis Report was introduced. Report’s
main purposes and roadmap were explained
in detail as well as the advances on defining
information sources for the different

analyses to be included within the Report.

On other hand, it was clarified the UN-
Habitat’s role in producing urban data as
input for monitoring the implementation of
global agendas, specially, those
commitments and goals related with

sustainable urban development such as the

Metr:--HUB

Session 1. Opening session
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SDG11, the New Urban Agenda, the
Montreal Declaration on Metropolitan

Areas, the Paris Agreement, among others.

It was highlighted that cities do not exist in
statistical and political global concerts, and
in that regard, it is fundamental to make

metropolises an actor of that picture.

As an insight for the Global Report, it was
stated that according to the UN-Habitat’s
Cities Prosperity Index (CPl), the most
prosperous cities are those which have been
becoming in metropolises and, in some way,
managing like that, instead from those cities

which are growing on an isolated way.
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At the end of the session, participants were e [t is fundamental to have a wide Global

invited to present their insights for the Database of Metropolises to have a good
preparation process of the Global State of report.

Metropolis Report. Below are listed some of e The messages and findings of the Report
the ideas mentioned by the experts: must come from data and information

(the messages must be proved).

e The Global Report must evolve into a . ) )
e Consider comparing different samples of

system of data on worldwide o ) ]
cities/metropolises, for instance,

metropolitan development and use data
databases from OECD, World Bank,

trends in order to make the publication )
Metropolis, among others.

periodic. .
e The Global Report is useful to make

e The Global Report should combine ) .
metropolises a fundamental actor in

ualitative and quantitative analyses, in L .
g g y statistical and political global concerts.

that sense, it is recommendable to

compare data with policy analysis.

Session 2. Structuring the Global State of

Metropolis Report
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The purpose of this EGM session was to outline proposed for the Global State of
present and validate the contents and Metropolis Report.
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The different chapters and sections of the
Report as well as the analysis categories for
the case studies were complemented by
experts. Final draft of the outline
incorporating the inputs from the EGM is
available in Annex A of this document which
incorporate a detailed description for the

final analysis categories.

Participants advised on having simple
concepts and typologies for defining
metropolises, the necessity of include both
gualitative and quantitative data within the
analyses and to include practices as

solutions, as described below:

e Do not spend much time trying to define
what a metropolis is neither describing
the typologies of metropolises because
mostly of the metropolitan realities are
very different.

e Do not focus much in definitions. Do it on
the challenges and opportunities of
metropolitan management.

e Try to have the definitions of metropolis
as simple as possible.

e |[tis important to include data bases but
also policy and qualitative analyses.

e Tryto connect the analyses to show how

metropolises respond to the challenges

Metr-HUB

(solutions). Organize the narrative to
show the practices as solutions.

This Report has to show something
different from the other reports in the
sense of being a tool for practitioners.

If the objective of the Report is to be read
by high level officers then it has to
include several best practices and
solutions.

It is fundamental to take into account
small spaces because there are mostly of
the challenges to solve.

Try to connect different analyses to
show, for instance, how the Drivers
contribute to the Domains of Change
proposed by UN-Habitat.

It is important to be careful on the
indicators to be included since it is
difficult to find indicators at the
metropolitan level and not all the city
indicators fit with the metropolitan
spaces.

Within the analyses it is important to
separate the ones on the legal
frameworks from the ones on
institutional solutions.

Include mechanisms for collaborative
and participatory planning within the

metropolitan planning chapter.
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e Take into account the physical
consistency of the metropolises. The
geographic dimension and its relation
with the metropolitan identity.

e Look at the international literature to

identify possible inputs for the Report.
Some examples could be those from
Metropolis, Isocarp, MTPA, World Bank,

OECD, among others.

Session 3. Defining a Global Sample of

Metropolises

This EGM session was important to refine
the sample of metropolises for the case
studies to be included in the Global Report.
It was clarified that the cases will be the main
source of qualitative information to distil
trends on policies and legislation, planning,
governance, and finance and economics in

worldwide metropolises?.

1 Qualitative information provided by the cases will be
a complement for the quantitative information
distilled from a Global Database of Metropolises (as
proposed by experts and explained in previous

Metr:--HUB
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Participants proposed new metropolises to
complement the sample and several ways to
classify them, not only based on population
numbers but also on criteria such as
economic performance, regional balance,
political-administrative boundaries, among
others. The sample adjusted according with

the inputs from the EGM is available in

sections of this document). Both qualitative and
guantitative information are fundamental for the
analyses to be made within the Global State of
Metropolis Report.
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Annex B of this document and the principal
insights mentioned during this session are

listed below:

e It is important to correctly select the
cases based on its value. In that sense, it
is important to include cases of national
policies as well as cases of megalopolis
and supra-metropolises.

e |t is important that the sample include
small metropolises but they should have
some kind of metropolitan management
practices or instruments.

e Look for a proper extension when

drafting the cases, for instance, maybe is

Session 4. Closing session

more significant to have less cases within
the Report but with a more detailed
description.

Try to define sub-categories within the
sample and to link them with
institutional functions.

Take into account the political-
administrative dimension and consider
including new dynamics and not only
consolidated cases.

Try to include much information as
possible in order to bring more tools to
metropolitan institutions.

Be careful in selecting who will collect

the information and draft the cases.

To close the EGM, participants made some

commitments to contribute in different

Metr-HUB

ways with the preparation of the Global

Report and the Metropolitan Area of
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Barcelona (AMB) announced that they will
host the next EGM. Finally, UN-Habitat and
Metropolis announced their alliance for the
Global Report and presented some specific
activities to be developed during the next

months as listed below:

e 1. Technical support to identify, through
a jointly Call for Proposals, inspiring and
innovative practices on metropolitan
management.

e 2. Use the system of metropolitan
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https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 17935

indicators as an input for the Global
Report.

3. Advocacy and communication support
to the Metropolitan Day campaign

(October 7th) to promote the

strengthening of metropolitan
management and  development
worldwide.

4. Launching and promotion activities of
the Global Report during the Metropolis
World Congress to be held in Guangzhou-
China on late October 2020.




