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The world is rapidly becoming urbanized and in 

times of change cities as well as local governments 

have the continuing responsibility to ensure a safe 

and prosperous urban environment that provides 

a high quality of life for its population and creates 

equal opportunities for all. Different urban actors 

and change agents are introducing new ideas, 

innovative approaches and solutions to address 

the challenges we face in the twenty-first century. 

I am pleased to note the cooperation between UN-

Habitat and Colab to develop innovative tools to 

strengthen the dialogue between citizens and local 

authorities, providing a broad view of the citizens' 

perception about the urbanization challenges 

faced by Brazilian cities today.

The UN-Habitat and Colab public consultation aims 

to generate national impact within the Brazilian 

context, while simultaneously raising awareness 

of the Sustainable Development Goals at a global 

level. Within the spirit of collaboration and joint 

people-centered initiatives to achieve a better 

and sustainable urban world, it aligns with the 

Sustainable Development Goal 11 (SDG 11) and 

the New Urban Agenda. UN-Habitat is proud to 

facilitate and participate in this partnership that 

brings together citizens, local authorities and the 

private sector.

This publication is an initiative that offers the 

general public an excellent opportunity to have 

access to the results of the consultation held from 

1 October 2018 to 10 February 2019, with the 

participation of almost 10,000 Brazilian citizens 

from over 800 cities. This book presents the 

general results of this perception at a national 

level, as well as factsheets for the cities with the 

greatest participation. This mapping of citizen 

perception around the ten SDG 11 targets and of 

responsibility and transparency in Brazilian cities, 

provides a new perspective on the diagnosis of 

cities in a more holistic and integrated way. 

Thus, I am pleased to present a compilation of the 

results of the first stage of this public consultation 

as an essential reading about the situation of 

Brazilian cities from the citizens’ point of view. 

I invite readers to vigorously engage in this 

collaborative work between Colab and UN-Habitat 

to strengthen the dialogue between citizens and 

local authorities in the planning of more resilient, 

sustainable and inclusive cities.

PREFACE

Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director 

UN-Habitat
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