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Foreword

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar is firmly engaged in a
historic process of development, democratization, justice and
peace. However, the ability of our country to reach the targets
under the Sustainable Development Plan, National Comprehensive
Plan, and our peace efforts could be faced an obstacle by observed

and future changes in climate.

In the last six decades the country has recorded increased
intensity of floods, cyclones, and droughts which have caused
immense loss of lives and suffering, damage to infrastructure and
assets and economic impacts. In addition, more silent, yet very
disruptive, effects of climate change are eroding our society’s

wellbeing and productive capacities. In particular, the shrinking of

@éeoooéogwgm@@eo%&éwé 2088380000 88meqd
[glgEe(gotscder onepigionesd (8S:qidicap §, B o3ronmdecudesoolen
aéc§odqpid  S&eogo @emocssoo@e@%eeooéaﬂcﬁﬁcﬂoaén
Reapoge co0dfojjeog.cq§iag0005 aroc0cpEeopds [ojje0p.qg055
0p5  padpone(goticdeqponpd  (8S:qi6eqzod0dionpSesoondegp
0550056(go5  §[Bz03000de  0§:03Egpia¢  Fgfr0nzn0dd  §[G:
0%0de POe&230dqP:ad capad§eaieaongodepops Fwr§Fo0:

lo]
lo]

ODE)QLQDQOS @0%64?(5]3)@0"

®
5!
8
9]
3
o
8o
[)%]
[S]
e
&
J=
Q
£
3»
go
.
-o_azo
C
2
o:o
g
o 3
8
8
3
o0
5 Gn "
0
,_”)

Q
)]
o o __ ¢ c oS
&?o Lo::omespmﬁqpuoa@



the Monsoon season, the increase in average annual temperatures
and the salinization of land in coastal areas are reducing the
productivity of agriculture, and consequently livelihood
opportunities, which induce many to migrate within Myanmar and
abroad. Climate change effects also provoke displacement, both
as a result of sudden disasters or, for instance, the loss of land to
sea-level rise and erosion, which heighten the potential for

conflict and tensions among communities.

All these effects will intensify, according to the latest
scientific projections. We must therefore all strive to build climate
resilience and a low-carbon society urgently. To this end, we have
started to increase our awareness at national, sub-national and
local levels on the required adaptation to climate change, while
improving our scientific research capacities with new studies and
projections and contributing to the global effort with the signature
of the historic Paris Agreement in 2015. We have set up
institutional coordination mechanisms as well as new policy
instruments and capacities. At local levels, initial adaptation
measures have started to emerge. All these efforts deserve

recognition.
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However, we must also realize the extent of the challenge
ahead and that to our action must be coordinated, measurable
and sustained over time in order to overcome it. Not only the
Government of the country, but all institutions, the civil society,
the NGOs, the productive forces and sectors, communities and
people must contribute to building a resilient country.

The Myanmar Climate Change Policy and the related
Myanmar Climate Change Strategy and Master Plan (2018-2030) as
a guiding policy and strategic framework are hereby adopted
precisely to ensure that we take concrete, coordinated and
sustained action over the long-term to transform Myanmar into a
low-carbon and resilient country, which is able to develop in a
sustainable manner.

| urge the Government and all Citizens of Myanmar to join
hands and share responsibilities in this important endeavor to
mainstream the goals of Myanmar Climate Change Policy and
Strategy into all sectors at levels of National, State and Regions’

development plans, as a matter of national priority.

H. E. Win Myint
President
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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National circumstances and preamble

1. The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has

the overarching priority of social and economic development of
the country and all of its people. Observed and projected
impacts of climate change threaten the achievement of this
priority and can potentially reverse Myanmar’s recent social

and economic development gains.

Myanmar is extremely vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change and highly exposed to severe weather events such as
heavy rains, storm surges, severe droughts, floods, cyclones
and landslides which have increased in intensity and frequency
over the last 60 years. The increasing severity of weather
events and changing weather patterns can be attributed to
climate change. Myanmar has also observed the effects of
changing climatic patterns on productive systems, in particular

in the agriculture sector.

Findings from the international scientific community, notably
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) confirm
that average global temperatures are increasing as a result of
the release of anthropogenic greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere and project that this trend is likely to continue and

increase in the coming decades.
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4.

In Myanmar, the most recent climate change projections
confirm these increasing and changing temperature and
precipitation trends; and related events such as heat waves,
droughts and floods; the likelihood of intense tropical cyclones;
sea level rise; salinity intrusion; a further shrinking monsoon

season among other effects.

5. These effects will likely continue to impact all vital sectors of

Myanmar’s society and economy and threaten the social and
economic development of the country, as it remains vulnerable
due to the heavy dependency on climate-sensitive sectors for
livelihoods. Also, millions of Myanmar’s people are
concentrated in regions naturally exposed to severe climatic
events, in particular the Central Dry Zone Area, the Delta
Region and the Coastal Areas. People living in Hilly regions and
Plain lands will also be diversely affected by several effects of
climate change.

Changes in climate will potentially result in loss of lives, assets
and economic capacities, resulting from both extreme rapid
and slow-onset disasters, and the effects of changes on

agriculture, water availability, natural resources and land.
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For instance, continued reduction of productivity on
agriculture in Central Dry Zone Area may reduce contributions
to GDP growth and affect the livelihoods of both
small-firm households and agricultural labourers, thus fuelling
migration. Sea level rise and salinization will affect Coastal and
Delta communities’ livelihood and assets, and potentially lead

to conflict over land and resources.

Therefore, failing to mainstream climate change into
Myanmar’s development agenda will prevent the country from
achieving its social, economic and environmental sustainable
development objectives. Building resilience to climate change
is a necessary and urgent endeavour for the country to be able

to fulfil its socio-economic development aspirations.
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